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INTRODUCTION 


In introducing this brochure to the public, one 
recalls to oneself the conditions then prevailing in India, 
in the 19th and the first part of the 20th century. One is 
equally reminded also of the conditions pt revailiny 5,000 
years back, before the advent of Lord Sri Krishna. 
Dasama Skanda Gopa Lila of Srimad Bhagavat describes 
the advent of Srikrishna, when it was revealed that at the 
Lord is coming in his Avatar and deputes his agents Im 
advance to create necessary atmosphere in the country, 
Comparing small things with great, one finds fairly similar 
conditions, in the world, at the close of the 19th century. 
Imperialism was rampant with its two destructive wings 
of domination and exploitation existing siatic in hand. 
Domination was so great and menacing and. exploitation 
so deep, that the British, the tallest upholders of imperia- 
lism and exploitation then prided that the sun never 
set in their empire. Britain, the then topmost imperial 
power not only exercised its imperial might but also 
extended its powerful support to maintain the status quo 
in the world, by extending its powesful military aid to 
other imperial powers as and when required. Surprising 
it is that this great world structure breaks down and 
falls into pieces soon after Indian Independence and the 
emergence of a free and independent India. 


Mahatma Gandhi with his declared objectives of 
wiping off imperialism from the face of the world appears 


on the scene of India with his two declared objectives- 
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to file,the warld from domination of imperialism and’ 
authoritarian oe of a foreigner, to save Society au 
mankind from cxploitation. Though born and brought’ 
up in India, he sta¥s career from South Africa, then 

feeling that the African continent was considered as the 
main base for domination and exploitation of impcrialistic 
powers. Soon he finds that the real base is not Africa 
but India, where the tallest of the imper ialistic powers has 
created a strong base “with a powerful military might to 
put down with its strong hand any uprising or protest 
against their authority and to help ail such powers as 
and when required to maintain the status quo. As has 
already been stated Gandhiji returns to India about 1914. 

He soon finds that there are then in the political field 
dedicated” patriotic Indians like Lala Lajpat Rai of 
Punjab, hal Sangadhar Tilak of Maharashtra, Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya and others of U. P., RB. C. Pal 
and Chittaranjan Das of Bengal, Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das of Orissa, Venkatapaiya and Prakasam of Andhra, 
Rajgopalchari of Madras, Karnad Sadasiva Rao of 
Karnatak and a host of other reputed leaders and 
workers in and around India in different provinces carry- 
ing on a political campaign of emancipation with a 
constructive programme to rehabilitate india’s shattered 
village republics and village economy. The self-same 
programmes of these patriotic leaders of India were 
subsequently reshaped and modelled by Mahatma Gandhi 
and ultimately adopted as National Congress Constru- 
ctive Programme for rehabilitation of village economy. 
Very soon the Indian National (Congress was reorganised 
to rouse the nation’s will for a free and liberated India 
with direct action as and when required. Any estimate 
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and appreciation of the life and work of a*rédder of the 
calibre of Pt. Gopabandhu Das,icannot be complete 
unless the same is considered in inthc light of the programme 
of liberation of fmdia and the world going together. 
Surprising it is to note that the United Nations 
Organisation which started its fieht against’ imperialism, 
authoritarian rule and world - exploitation has clearly 
shown the fact-how soon the frame created by world 
* Aperialism crashes and falls into pieces very soon aiter 
Indian Independence, from the single fact that the UNO 
which started with only 50 members in 1947 a Yeu rafter 
the close of tle 2nd World War soon increasts fits 
membership to 100 and expands gradually to 141 b/ 1% 75 


` 


by taking us its members the countries liberated. = 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das as dethrina stated in the 
brochure comes from a respected Brahmin family of 
village named Suando within the Sadar Sub-Division 
in the district of Puri, very close to world famous reli- 
gious centre-Puri, the Jagannath Dham with tradition 
and culture of a Vaishnav Brahmin family given to 
Vedic philosophy and Puranic literature. With this 
inheritance Pt. Gopabandhu Das hast always a love of 
culture with self-sacrifice ingrained in hin: Like late 
iamented Swami Sradhanandji ( former Mahatma 
Munshiram ) he ever and anon felt to have a national 
system of education based on enlightened Indian tradi- 
tions and culture to create a Naya Duniya with a new 
vision and creative force, developing the citizens, trends 
and courses of life towards a life of Sadhana, Service 
and Sacrifice. A comparison shows that both of them 
followed practically the same process to cnliven this 
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creative £, namGly the devolpment of a new system 
of education. To wem both a lawyer’s practice was 
merely intended to be avcoQurse of preparation to organise, 
collect and ensure the nevessary resources, for a new 
education system to rehabilitate Indian thought, national] 
life and naticnal objectives with the pressure of national 
system of edtcation. “Gopabandhu Dasji therefore 
starts his ‘new expcriments at Sakhigopal near Puri 
within the compass of the famous Bakula Garden of the 
place. Just like Mahatma Munshiram he withdraws his 
practics- altogether and starts his educational institute 
within the premises of Bakul Garden and underneath the 
Si. «uv of the expanded branches holding classes by a set 
tf young men of outlook, energy, emotion and enthusiasm 
with new driye and a creative force. Soon were they 
ole to attrastthe—attention and admiration of the 
progressive section of Orissa and India. This useful 
and life-giving institution was forced to be closed through 
official pressure when. Pt. Gopabandhu Das and lis 
associates were put in jail. Thus closes a national insti- 
tution, which attracted the wide admiration not only of 
the people of Orissa but also other eminent educationists 
from outside including eminent thinkers and reputed 

educationists and jurists like late Ashutosh Mukherjee. 

; i PO 

With this ! introduce the brochure, and along with it, 
the life and work of a person who enjoyed the affection of 
the people which few in Orissa and India were able to do. 
A leader of rare calibre, Pt. Gopabandhu Das all through 
his life lived, worked and thought in terms of the people 
looing upon ‘Manav Seva’ as ‘Madhav Seva’. His is 
the example of a life lived for the people. He worked 
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for them, served them all his life and, passed away from 
the world leaving all assets he had for the nati, mn. Ajife 
50 eminent, bristles with service and s3°rifice. Gopabandhu 
lived and died for Orissa, India and’ ‘the World. To him 
this great ideal was not a mez profession, but one of 
conviction so much so that these high ideas were deeply 
reflected in all his writings, speeches and prayerful songs. 


Biswanath Das 
President, Servants of the People Society, 
New Delhi. 
Lajpat Bhawan, 
15-9-76. 
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PANDIT GOPABAND¥U DAS 


One who, though born to comparative affluence, 
deiiberately chose to live a life of extreme austerity 
to identify himself with the toiling and siffering folk 
and left ail his properties for the service of the poor, 
and whose eyes were never dry when he heard of natural 
calamities like flood and famine and one who ignored 
the claim to his attention of his only son o2 sick bed at 
the call of the suffering and flood stricken people in 
the remote countryside and who returned home to hear 
that the son liad passed away in his absence, one who 
anticipated Gandhiji in pleading for abolition of salt 
tax and free manufacture of salt onestife long Sea coast 
of Orissa and in wearing hand woven cloth and using 
Swadeshi goods, one who fought casteism with all his 
might and adopted a Harijan boy as his son and intro- 
duced inter-caste dining in the Satyabadi National School 
which he established as a model school, one who firmly 
believed in and practised all his life the doctrine of 
plain living and high thinking and for, bringing up and 
training up a new generation imbued with the ideals of 
national service set up in the Bakul groves of Sakhigopal 
a novel open-air National School which late received the 
blessings of Mahatma Gandhi and Sir Ashutosh, one who 
like the Bhagirath of puranic fame brought the Congress 
to Orissa where he became the first President of the 
Orissa Congress Committee, one who personified. selfless 
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service in the cause of the poor and suffering humanity 
“and wholiterally laid down his life after a visit to the 
slum areas of Calcutta where he went after a very 
scvere attack of typhoid to help the poor and helpless 
labourers, one who never aspired for fame for himself— 
this is, in short, Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the maker of 
modern Orissa whom the late revered Sir Prafulla Chandra 
Ray of Bengal fordly called Utkalmani (Gem of 
Orissa}.. The Birth Centenary of Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das is to be celebrated on a mational Jevel for one 
year from the 9th October 1976 to the 8th October 1977. 


Birth and Early Life 

Pandit Gopabandhu was born in a respectable and 
highly religious Brahmin family on the 9th of October 
1877 in a small village named Suando situated on the bank 
of the river Brargavi, five miles east of Sakhigopal in 
the Puri diftrict of Orissa. Gopabandhw’s grandfather 
Bhagaban Das, though not highly educated, was extre- 
mely religious in temperament. Deeply devoted to Goddess 
Sarala, once he observed Dharana before the Goddess 
and, through her blessings, became the father of two sons 
and a daughter. It was in her shrine that he once cut his 
tongue and made an offering of it to her thereby courting 
death in a supreme spirit of self-surrender. Of his two 
sons, Dinabardhu and Daityari, Dinabandhu, the 
elder, was lik. him in temperament. Apprehensive that 
Dinabandhu would renounce the world, the parents got 
him married early. For a short time Dinabandhu stuck to 
the family life. A son was born to him. But when the 
son died soon after, Dinabandhu left the home and 


moved about as a mendicant. On his way to Nava- 
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dwip he, one night, took shelter in a‘ village. His 
host was a pious man extremely devoted to Sri Krishna 
whose beautiful image adorned his ‘house. “At” night 
he dreamt that the deity no longer“ wanted to remain 
in his place but desired to accor‘pany the sage who 
had become his guest to his house. So next morning 
the host presented the image of the deity to Dina- 
bandhu who returned happily with it to his vitlage. The 
idol was set up with due rites as the family deity. But 
sometime after, Dinabandhu went away again renounc- 
ing the world. He left the charge of worshipping 
the deity Vinode Vihari to his brother Daityari. He 
also settled all his property in the Lord’s name. © 


Daityari followed his brother’s instructions and 
devoutly worshipped Vinode Vihari. His family life was 
not very happy. His first wife expired leaving to 
child. He married for the second time.~ But soon 
after the birth of a son she, too, expired. Gopabandhu 
was the son of Daitayari by his third wife—Swarnamayee 
DPevi. Swarnamayee Devi, too, died only a few days 
after the birth of Gopabandhu. Gopabandhu has 
made a number of feeling references in his poems to his 
mother of whom he had no recollection. In the poem 
To Bhargavi he writes : “I have not seen my mother’s 
face nor have I sucked the milk from my mother’s 
breast. O stream, you so kindly nour ished my life as a 
child with your water and enabled me to survive.” In 
his poem composed on the occasion of leaving the Raven- 
shaw College he writes in a similar vein, “She who gave 
me my human body would have showered love on me if 
she had lived. I have not seen her sweet face even in 
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dreams. Adversity is‘ my constant companion.” How- 
“ever, he. was brought up with loving care by his aunt 
Kamala Devi wI’o had become a widow at a very early 
age. In many of his writings he had referred to this aur 
of his who, through ner own example, inspired him with 
the ideals of service and sacrifice. 

Gopabandhu’s "was relatively speaking an afflucnt 
family in tlic village. His father Daityari was a Muktear 
of those days. He was quite well-known in the locality 
as well as in Puri. He at first piaced both his sons, 
Narayana by his second wife and Gopabandhu by his 
third wife, under the charge of a village teacher. Under 
him, the brothers received their.early education for about 
7 or 8 years. During this period Gopabandhu imbibed 
great devotion for the family deity Vinode Vihari and was 
very fond of reciting Sreemad Bhagabata in Oriya written 
by the renownéd poet—Jagannath Das, the close asso- 
ciate of Sti Chaitanya during the latter’s stay at Puri. 
Often in his later life, in his speeches and writings, lie 
quoted liberally and extensively from it. This religious 
work, enshrined in every Oriya home left an indelible 
impression on his mind. From the beginning 
Gopabandhu had a poetic temperament and he started 
composing poems even when he was studying under the 
village teacher. - He would add lines of his own compo- 
sition to thezverses of the Bhagabata or compose short 
poems which his father used to read out to the gathering 
after the recital of the Bhagabata. 

When the two brothers completed their education 
under the village teacher, Daityari Das set up an Upper 
Primary School in the village, which the brothers joined. 
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Even though his brother Narayana was no match for 
him in learning and soon after discontinued NS studies, 


“Gopabandhu cherished deep regard for him throughout 
his life. : 


Early Marriage 

Farly marriage was a custom prevaiiing in the 
Brahmin families of those days and accordingly, Gopa- 
bandhu’s father got him married to a young girl named 
Apti, later known as Moti Devi of the adjacent village 
Bangurba (Gadadharpur), at the early age of twelve 
when he was reading inthe Upper Primary “School. Thus 
began formally his short uneventful married life, though 
consummation took place years later. 

After completing his studies in the Upper Primary 
School, Gopabandhu joined the Middle Vernacular 
School at Rupadeipur situated at 2-distanee of about 5 
iniles from his village. It was here that his love for 
literature became deeper. English was then not a part 
of the curriculum in Middle Vernacular Schools, Oriya 
literature and Arithmetic were the primary subjects. 
Gopabandhu achieved command over the Oriya lanaguage 
during this period. During the holidays, he used to 
return to his village. Often he ussd to sit in the 
temple of Goddess Jageswari on the bank of the Bhargavi 
river all by himself and compose poems like’ To the 
Bhargavi. The Headmaster of the Rupadeipur School, 
Pandit Sadasiv Misra, a learned Brahmin of the nearby 
Rira Narsinghpur Shasan, was deeply attached to the 
bright young boy with poetic sensibility from Suando. 
Childless himself, he looked upon Gopabandhu as lxs son 
and a deep and abiding relationship of love and mutual 
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regard _developed between the two. Years later at 
Gopabandhu’ s request Pandit Misra took charge of an 
orphanage establisned by his disciple at Mayurbhanj. «~ 


After passing the Middle Vernacular Examination 
he went to Puri and joined the Puri Zilla School. As he 
had not read English earlier, he had to joina class lower 
than Class IV ( now Class VIII). But through his hard 
labour he could achieve remarkable progress and was 
given a double promotion. During this time he came in 
contact with Shri Ramachandra Das who was a Muktear 
at Puri. He was also a well-known public figure, a 
patriot and a philanthropist, a veritable embodiment of 
love, simplicity and sacrifice. In him Gopabandhu found 
his Guru who deeply influenced all his life. Under 
him he got his:earliest training in public work. Under 
his inspiration, ‘too, ne decided to dedicate his life to the 
service of the country and the people. Sri Dibyasingha 
Misra, a loving teacher with a spirit of service and self- 
sacrifice, also exercised considerable influence on him. 
While in the High School Gopabandhu took thelead in 
organising a Volunteer Corps named Puri Seva Samiti to 
render service to the people on the occasion of the Car 
Festival and such other festivals and fairs. In those days 
there used to behuge congregations of pilgrims at Puri on 
such occasionszsand very often epidemics including Cholera 
usedto break out. Acharya Harihar Das, the veteran 
Gandhite and Sarvodaya leader, who was a few years 
junior to Gopabandhu, was Gopabandhu’s chief lieute- 
nant in all these humanitarian activities. 

” During this period Dibakar Das, a friend of 
Gopabandhu, published in the newspaper an account of 
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the negligence of the local health ‘authorities. The 
Statesman published the report too. The British Civil 
Surgeon of Puri became violently ar‘gry and, dragging 
Dibakar from the street, caned him7 This roused the stu- 
dents to fury against the Civil Surgeon who apprehended 
danger to his life. Gopabandhu, a lover of peace, divert- 
ed the attention of the excited students and other people 
of the town by influencing them to file a régular criminal 
case against the Civil Surgeon who ultimatcly had to 
tender public apology for his improper conduct: 


During his school career Gopabandhu-~ evinced 
keen interest in literature and regularly contributed arti- 
cles and poems to literary magazines of the time. He 
got many prizes for his literary compositions while he 
was in the Puri Zila School. He was a great admirer of 
traditional Oriya poetry. At that «tims a hitter contro- 
versy was raging between the modernists and the 
supporters of the ancients. Indradhanu ( The Rain- 
bow), a journal of the time, stood for traditional literature 
and held up Upendra Bhanja, ‘the Emperor of Poets’ 
while another journal, Bijuli ( The Lightning ) supported 
the modern poets, the chief among whom was Poet 
Radhanath Ray, the then Inspector of Seliools. Gopa- 
bandhu disapproved of the prejudice against classical 
poetry and published a satirical poem in Indradhanu atta— 
cking contemporary poetry. It led to the ire of Radhanath 
and Gopabandhu lost his scholarship as well as a prize due 
to him that year. But he had no regrets. Even in those 
early years of his, he displayed uncommon courage of 


conviction. & 
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Tn Ravenshaw College 

In 1899 Gopabandhu passed the Entrance 
Examination and’ joined the Ravenshaw Coliege at 
Cuttack. Gopabandhu’s father, Daityari passed away just 
before Gopabandhu joined the College. His elder 
brother Narayan Das became Gopabandhu’s guardian 
froin that period. Hig took charge of Gopabandhu:’s 
family and left him to pursue his studies and. social ser- 
vice activities. 


In the college, Gopabandhu took keen and active 
interest in Social service. He was also participating 
in debates as well as in discussions with his friends and 
teachers. He used to go out in the company of his 
intimate friends—late Braja Sundar Das, Acharya Harihar 
Das and others to help and-nurse the sick and the poor 
in the Cuttack tow, collect funds for the poor students 
in the college and render service to the needy. They 
formed a volunteer corps which rendered help to the 
distressed during the time of flood. He was the prime 
founder and organiser of the Kartavya Vodhini Samiti 
( Duty-Inspiring Society ) which held its first anniversary 
in 1899 . The occasion was marked by the publication 
of one of his books. He composed a number of poems 
during this period. Many of these written during the 
holidays weye published subsequently as Abakasa 
Chinta ( Thoughts during Holidays. ) The first poem 
in the series is named “The Goddess of Poetry” or Kavita 
Devi, Many of the poems were inspired by the sights 
he came across in and around Cuttack. A deeply roman- 
tic Sensibility wedded to a fiery spirit of patriotism 
and a deep spirit of devotion is revealed in these poems 

Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


( ୨) ; 


J 


often touched also by a nostalgic pathos. The Samkirtan 
on the occasion of the Balijatra festival held on 
-Kartick Purnima appeared to him rather lifeless and he 
regretted that the glow of spirit, the enthusiasm, the 
strength, the undaunted devotion to one’s country and 
one’s religion of the days of yore had all been carried away 
by the current of time like the flakes of foam on the sur- 
face of the Mahanadi’”’. But he would not yield to despair 
and he invokes spiritedly, “Cet tall and mighty waves 
rise in the bosom of the Mahanadi; let them wash the 
face of the Barabati and make it shine forth; let all 
be jost in ecstasy in the purest spirit of religion; let 
sacred ecstasy inspire the Samkirtan; let heroes of action 
and heroes of virtue appear”. Another poem entitled 
“On seeing Barabati on the first day of the Twentieth 
Century” expresses his cdccpest sorrow over the ruin of 
the fort that symbolised the decatlence tnat had over- 
taken the Oriya race but later prays Time, which has al- 
ready punished Utkal for her sins, to be compassionate 
and to do what is propitious for Utkal, in the new age, give 
new strength to the sons of Utkal, bless the trees with 
juicy fruits, fill the waters of Utkal with sacred life, 
adorn the forests of Utkal with heavenly flowers and make 
the sky of Utkal glow with the sun df hew glory. Let 
through the benediction of time the, Nature of Utkal 
take on a new picturesqueness.” The «tone embank- 
ments that protect Cuttack have remained as witnesses 
of the glory and the decadence of Utkal, and he invokes 
upon them to relate the tales of heroism of the Oriyas 
of the past so that the countrymen of his time would 
devote their minds and hearts to performing Sacred 


actions. 
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a During his .college years Gopabandhu came in 
close touch with, the renowned leader Madhusudan 
Das who was a source of encouragement and inspiration. 
to the students of that time. 

Clad usually in a dhoti and a chaddar, with his 
Spirit ‘of service and self-sacrifice, his eloquence and 
his organising ability, Gopabandhu became the natural 
leader of his friends in the college among whom were 
Gopinath Das, Baidyaniath Misra, Umacharan Das, 
Tribikram Pujari and Harimohan Patnaik ( later 
Deputy Collectors ) Suryamani Das ( later a Subordinate 
Judge ) and Jagabandhu Singh ( later a pleader ). Kanta- 
kavi Lakshmikanta Mahapatra, then a student of Raven- 
shaw Collegiate School, was encouraged to write poetry 
by Gopabandhu who was an inspiration to the student 
community asa whole. The news of the formation of the 
Deccan Edudation Society stirred the imagination of 
Gopabandhu who convened a meeting of his friends to 
discuss the possibility of forming a similar organisation 
in Orissa. 

In 1902 Gopabandhu passed the F. A. Examination. 
The death of his sons while he was reading in the 
college deeply disturbed him and he felt no enthusiasm 
to continue his studigs in the B. A. classes. But lis 
loving ‘elder brother Narayan as well as his friends 
persuaded him not to give up studies. He joined the 
B. A. class but he could hardly concentrate on his studies. 
The demands of social service were frequent. The 
death of a son of his occurred just before the B. A. 
examination. All these led to Gopabandhu’s failure 
in thé examination in 1903. In a poem entitled “‘On 
Entering the Twenty-sixth year” he mournfully writes, 
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“The path of mine is but an arid desert. Nowhere, is 
to be seen a blade of green grass. How long shall I 
‘ply this worn-out boat in life’s stream without the 
rudder ? In the noon of life the thought of evening 
comes to my mind. The blossoms of my hope have 
faded even in the spring season. Tf my desires are condu- 
cive to virtue, then, Oh Merciful Lord, give me strength to 
perform my duties.” 

From this time the amalgamation of the Oriya- 
speaking areas lying scattered in different Provinces 
became one of the dearest causes of his life. With great 
enthusiasm he attended the first session of the Utkal 
Sammilani held at Parlakhemundi in Ganjam in 1903 as a 
student leader. Though still a student he had the courage 
of conviction and he openly disagreed with the veteran 
leader Madhusudan Das. While both, wanted the tni- 
fication of Oriya-speaking tracts, Madhusudan felt that 
Orissa should continue to form a part of the province of 
Bengal while Gopabandhu was of the opinion that it 
would be better for Orissa to form a part of the less 
developed Madhya Pradesh then known as Central 
Provinces and Berar. He boldly publicised his views 
in speeches and writings. From this time began his long 
and faithful association with the ® Utkal Sammilani 
(Utkal Union Conference). = 

The previous year Gopabatdlu: had decided to’ 
form a band of associates who would dedicate themselves 
to the service of the people. Those who joined him 
included Acharya Harihar Das, Shri Ananta Misra and 
Pandit Nilakantha Das. They took a vow that they 
would devote their lives to the service of the country. 
Pandit Krupasindhu Misra, Pandit Godavaris Misra, 
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Pandit Lingaraj Misra and many others gradually joined 

this gr6up in the following years. 
Gopabandhu graduated from the Ravenshaw. 
College, Cuttack, in} 1904. Though, as has been said 
earlier, Gopabandhu had married at the age of twelve, 
his married life really began at the age of sixteen. But 
he was not ciestined to be happy. He had lost his mother 
at birth. He lost his father on the eve of his joining the 
college. While studying in the F. A. classes he lost his 
first son. He fost the only surviving son in 1904 in most 
tragic circumstances shortly before his graduation. When 
the son was lying seriously ill in a rtrented. house at 
Puri, Gopabandhu was there by his side. At that time 
he received a report that some villages in the Dabhar 
area of Puri .district had been flooded and many peopie 
had taken sheltgr on roofs and tree tops. Iimimediate 
arrangement, for reef had to be made. This report of 
distress of the afflicted people almost stunned Gopa- 
bandhu who sat motionless for a while with tears flow- 
ing down his eyes. Then he suddenly got up and told 
all his relations and friends who had gathered there to 
sympathise with him in his son’s illness, “Friends, Iam 
leaving for the flood-stricken areas. The responsibility 
of my ailing son livs with you all”. His friends tried to 
dissuade him frgqm going and said “‘Gopa, it is heartless 
on your part t5 leave your son in such & precarious condi- 
tion. ? Please wait for a day or two”. Gopabandhu 
cooly replied,““His life is in the hands of the Almighty. 
What more can I do when you are all here ? If TI stay 
behind to save the life of one son, many more sons will 
perish in the flood”. So saying Gopabandhu left for the 
almost inaccessible flooded area. When he came back after 
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a week to Puri he learnt that his‘ son had’ died two days 
earlier. Gopabandhu was no ordinary mortal. He 
was a godly man, ever prepared to make the supreme 
sacrifice in the cause of the country. 


In Calcutta. 


Keen on leading an independent life Gopabandhu 
went to Calcutta to complete the.B. L. Course and take 
the cxamination there. Here, too, his spirit of service 
led him to strive for the good of the thousands of 
Oriyas employed as cooks or coolies or labourers in 
jute and textile mills of Calcutta. He tried fo 
rouse a sense of dignity in them, inject into them-a 
sense of unity, and he formed societies and organisations 
of Oriyas engaged in different avocations to protect 
their interests. For the education of thehumble ifli- 
terate labouring Oriyas of Calcutta hz opened night 
schools in different areas, one of” which naimed later 
after him as ‘Gopabandhu Night School’ still conti- 
nues to be a centre of Oriya cultural ectivity. The 
call of distress in Orissa at the time of flood and famine 
used to draw him back from Calcutta. With groups of 
friends he used to go about collecting funds in Calcutta 
for relieving the suffereng of the people in the flood- 
stricken areas. With his dream.of building up a new 
Orissa, he contacted bright young men of Orissa theo. 
studying in Calcutta and tried to inspire them with his 
own ideal of service and sacrifice. 

During the summer vacation of 1905 he stayed. 
for sometime at Bhubaneswar with his friend Basudev 
Rath. His precepter Ramchandra Das also came to 
live with them for some days. This was Gopabandhu’s 
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last associatio.a with him, for soon after he expired 
Icaving Gopabandhu forlorn and dejected. It was 
during these days that Gopabandhu came in contact 
with a fiery Bengalee revolutionary, Sashibhusan Ray. 
Choudhury, an associate of Khudiram, the young 
revolutionary of Midnapore, who died a martyr’s death 
at the gallows for the cause of freedom. Sashibhusan 
tried to instil revolutionary zeal into patriotic Oriya 
youngmen, provided them with training in the usc of 
Jathis and swords in an institution founded by him. 
Inspired by him, Gopabandhu and Basudev, with the 
blessings of their Guru, Ramchandra Das and with the 
help of Pandit Sudarsan Nanda of Sunderpada, esta- 
blished a high school named Ekamra Academy. How- 
ever due to lack of funds, the school designed to become 
a national institution did not last for many years. 

In Calcutta, too, the atmosphere was charged with 
excitement. “Those were the days of Swadeshi movement 
and violent agitation against the partition of Bengal by 
Lord Curzon. The patriotic and revolutionary fervour 
of the Bengalee young men and women and the stirring 
activities of the Vande Mataram group fired the imagi- 
nation of Gopabandhu. His friend Braja Sundar had 
harboured Khudiram at his Cuttack residence during 
his (Khudiram’s)’ underground days and Gopabandhu 
“had met him there. The contact with the two ardent 
fiery patriots of Bengal—Khudiram and Sashibhusan- 
deepened the urge in Gopabandhu for fighting for 
national freedom. The noble example of the members 
of the Vande Mataram group who went about in saffron 
robes spreading the message of social reform, national 
reconstruction and political freedom led him to think 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


(- 15 ) 


of organising Oriya youngmen in theflike manner, 
In fact, after the Law examination in 1906, Gopabandha 
and his patriotic friends Acharya Harihara Das, Nila- 
kantha Das, Jagannath Mohapatra, Ananta Misra and 
a few others moved about as saffron-robed mendicants 
in the countryside of Orissa organising educational acti- 
vities and filling the hearts of men with a burning 
zeal for political freedom, a resurgent natipnalistic spirit 
wedded to an ideal of cultural and moral regeneration of 
the country. 


Death of his wife :- 


In 1906 when he was in Nilgiri he received almost 
simultaneously the news of his success in the B. L. 
Examination and the news of the death of his wife. Thus 
his student life and married life ended simultaneously. 
He was then only 28 years of age. He became the father 
of three sons and two daughters duting the twelve years 
of his married life. But he lost all his sons and was 
left with only two daughters, Sarangini and Ketaki when 
his wife died. Not all the persuasions of his brother 
Narayan Das as well as of his friends and relatives could 
succeed in making him agree to marry again. Sarangini 
was married to Ratnakar Pati who later became Professor 
of Philosophy, Ravenshaw Colleges, Cuttack. Ketaki 
married Sri Narayan Misra. s ee 

In many moving verses Gopabandhu has meufnEed 
the death of his young wife. That year he also lost his 
beloved Guru, Muktear Ramachandra Pas. These 
cruel blows, coming one after the other so suddenly, 
left Gopabandhu a lonely man. The last link that tied 
him to his household was snapped. Gopabandhu left the 
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two young daughters in the care of his elder brother 
Marayana and literally spent himself in the service of the 
poor and the distressed for the remaining years of his 
life. 


Gopabandhu, the Educationist 


‘On the completion of his studies in 1906 , 
Gopbandhu {thought gf working for the spread of edu- 
cation which was his first love even when he was a student. 
He has been greatly infiuenced by the aims and ideals 
of Gokhale’s Deccan Education Society and was anxious 
{fo serve in an educational institution set up on secular and 
national lines. He felt that in a poor region like Orissa, 
costly buildings were impossible and unnecessary. If 
schools couid be set up in rural surroundings, education 
could be imparted at much less cost. 


At Nilgiri 
At that tume a proposal was made for opening an 
educational institution in the then Feudatory State of 
Nilgiri which later merged in the State of Orissa in Dece- 
mber 1947. Gopabandhu organised the High School 
there and his friend Uma Charan joined it as its Head- 
master. Acharya Harihar Das was drafted as the sccond 
teacher and he siarteg building the school on the lines of 
the oid GurukujJa Ashrams. Uma Charan soon after re- 
signed to join Government service as a Deputy Collector. 
Gopabandhu himself took over as the Headmaster and 
tried to make the institution permanent. But the edu- 
cational experiment and the ideas of Gopabandhu and 
Acharya Hearihar were looked down upon by the then 
British Poltical Agent. So after six months of service 
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Gopabandhu came away and started practice as a lawyer 
at Cutiack. 


5” 


During the short stay in Nilgiri, Gopabandhu and 
Farihar inspired a spirit of social service among the 
students and. other young men of the locality. They 
organised a volunteer corps. Though Brahmins they did 
not hesitate to cremate the dead son of an _upcoiuntry 
woman. Their philanthropic action roused the ire 
of the orthodox who made them outcastes. But undaunt- 
ed in spirit the two friends carried on their humani- 
tarian activities. They converted many to thelr ways 
of life. 


Delegate to the Congress 


It was during his stay at Nilgiri that Gopabandhu' 
with his dear colleague Acharya Harihar‘and a few 
others went as delegates to the annuzl session of the 
Indian National Congress held at Calcutta. Over that 
session presided Dadabhai Naroji who in his presidential 
address boldly declared,““‘Independence is the goal of the 
Congress”. Gopabandhu, deeply moved by his stirring 
speech, resolved to bce closely associated with the 
Congress. 

At Cuttack ~ 


At Cuttack he served as a junior toseminent Jawyezgs- 
like Madhusudan Das and Gokulananda Choudhury. 
But restless and ever eager to fight for freedom and serve 
the distressed, he was not satisfied with the profession of 
Law, though it, no doubt, brought him money. An 
opportunity for rendering service to the people came at 
this time in the form of a very severe flood in the Brah- 
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sko Vastarant and the Kharswan rivers, which 
cease metal Kiavec in the dJajpur and Kendrapara 
Sibeh isos of the Cuttack district. The harrowing 
matics of dovastation stirred Gopabandhu to frantic acti- 
itv. He collected food and clothings and immediately 
‘oft for the flood-hit arcas with a number of students of 
the Ravenahaw College as volunteers. He felt that the 
extent of the.damage. caused by the flood was so gieat 
that arrangements would have to be made to keep the 
distressed people alive till the next harvest. 

Gopabandhu had organised that year the Central 
Young Utkal Association with Mr. R. Shaw, the then 
Principal of the Ravenshaw College, as the President and 
himself as the General Secretary. Its aim was to encourage 
‘literary activities as well as activities which would lead 
to the physical, moral and economic development of the 
youth. For each of the sections of the Association there 
was a Secretary. Besides there was a Secretary in charge 
of a section devoted to maintaining peace in the 
community at large. The members of the Association 
readily seized this opportunity of service to the people of 
the flood-stricken areas. 

The distress in the flood-affected areas so moved 
Gopabandhu that he got a representative of the States- 
man from Calcutta tp visit the areas and publish graphic 
accounts of thesdevastation in that reputed newspaper. 
For this Gopabandhu incurred the wrath of the 
then Government, but the publicity in the press 
roused the sympathetic interest of the philanthropic 
people throughout the country. At his instance a resolu- 
tion was passed on the 18th of April, 1908 in the Utkal 
Union Conference at Puri constituting a Committee to 
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devise ways and means to ameliorate the ‘distress of the 
people and find a solution to the terrible problem of 
flood and famine. Gopabandhu with his band of 
followers worked in the flooded areas for more than six 
months with zeal and devotion. 

Branches of the Young Utkal Association were 
cstablished in different parts of Orissa and Gopabandhu 
as the Geneal Secretary of the organisation used to visit 
those piaces and address the anembers. At Cuttack 
meetings were held on Sundays in which learned and 
instructive speeches were delivered by eminent men. 


}* 


~ 


State Pieader of Mayurbhanj 


In 1909, Mr. M. S. Das, as the Adviser of 
the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj, got Gopabandhu 
appointed as the State Pleader of the State. ? 


But before he joined the Mayurbhanj State 
Service as the State Pleader he practised for some- 
time as a lawyer at Puri. Like Mahatma Gandhi, 
he, too, often tried to persuade the parties to avoid lIiti- 
gation and solve their disputes amicably outside the 
Court . He never took up a case unless he was satis- 
fied with the justice of the cause of the party that approa- 
ched him. His honesty, integrity, Courage and self[ess- 
ness endeared him to the public. Once, one of his clients, 
charged with a criminal offence, managed to persuade 
the Public Prosecutor to come over to his side. 
Gopabandhu on learning this not only returned the 
brief but drew the notice of the District Magistrate who 
sacked the Public Prosecutor and debarred him from 
holding any such office of responsibility in future. . 
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In recognition of his spirit of social service, Gopa- 
bandhu was appointed by the District Magistrate as the 
Secretary of the Leper Asylum. He went about collecting 
funds for the improvement of the Asylum and himself 
liberally contributed money for the purpose. He was also 
nominated a Member of the Municipal Council and mace 
one of the Members of the Board of Trustees of the temple 
of Sakhigopal. The Brahmin Samiti Hostel, founded by 
his preceptor Ramachandra Das, became a centre of 
cultural activities of students under his direction. A 
gymnasium, too, was organised by him. 

Gopabandhu worked in Mayurbhanj till [912 
as the State Pleader and also as a Member of the 
State Council. During this period Gopabandhu earned 
the love and.respect of almost all sections of the people not 
only in Mayurbhanj but throughout Orissa on account 
of his manyr-sided activities which brought a new life to 
Mayurbhanj. The Maharaja, Sri Rama Chanda Bhanja 
Deo, who was respected all over Orissa as a very 
enlightened ruler, had great regard for Gopabandhu 
and on his advice introduced many political reforms in 
the State. Many patriotic and brilliant youngmen 
including Pandit Nilakantha Das, Pandit Godavarish 
Misra and Pandi# Krupasindhu Misra, who were then 
students “of Calcutta University, frequented Baripada 
“during this period to participate in various cultural 
activities held under the auspices of the branch of 
Young Utkal Association under the guidance of 
Gopabandhu. Ever close to students, Gopabandhu 
extended financial help to many poor and deserving 
students. State aid also was made available through his 
efforts to meritorious students. An Orphanage was 
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established by him and Pandit Sadasiv Mx ra, his teacher 
in the M. V. School was invited by him tu take charge cf 
the institution. 

Maharaja Sri Ram Chandra Bhanja Deo of Mayur- 
bhanja died. in 1912 and the State went under the Court of 
Wards. The Political Department appointed an English- 
man as Superintendent of the State. Gopabandhu was 
offered the post of a Munsiff but he left Mayurbhanj in 
1912 and resumed his legal practice in Cuttack. 

Later he moved to Puri and started his practice 
there. During this period he helped the poor and the 
needy students with money and inspired them to parti- 
cipate in public activities. He was also regularly 
writing for the newspaper Ashu of Berhampur and 
publishing poems and essays in the magizine Mukura 
( The Mirror ) edited by his friend Brajasundar Das. 


Satyabadi Era 4 


Education was Gopabandhw’s first love. He keenly 
felt that without the spread of education it would not be 
possible to rouse the people to work for their freedom 
and glory which lay smothered under the foreign yoke. 
He gave earnest thoughts at this time to the question of 
establishing a school where youngmen would be trained to 
become leaders of the country and the people. He 
firmly belived in the ideal of plain living and high thisz-. 
ing and wanted to start a school on the lines of the old 
Gurukula«. He had been greatly impressed by the work 
of the Deccan Education Society under the leadership 
of Gopal Krishna Gokhale and wanted to form a Univer- 
sal Education League on similar lines in Orissa. He 
discussed his ideas with some of his friends and collea- 
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gues fneludin: Acharya Harihar Das, Pandit Nilakantha, 
Pandit Godavar “ish and Ananta Misra. Nilakantha and 
Godavarish were then about to come out of the Calcutta 
University after their education. All these friends of 
Gopabandhu took a vow to further the cause of education 
by serving as teachers on mere subsistence allowance. 
After a good deal of thought about the site for the first 
school, Sakh:igopal, tlie pilgrim centre in the Satyabadi 
area of Puri was finally selected on the suggestion of 
the devotional poet Rai Bahadur Madhusudan Rao, the 
then Inspector of Schools. In the sylvan setting of the 
Bakul grove behind the famous Sakhigopal temple a 
Midd!le English School was started with only 19 students 
on the 12th August 1909. His friend Gopinath Das, a 
newly appointed Sub-Deputy Magistrate was then trying 
to, establish a Middle English School in his village 
Sr iramchandr apur. He was persuaded to give up the 
idea and contribute his mite for the establishment of the 
new school at Sayabadi. Gopabandhu was the Secre- 
tary of the school. This was the nucleus of the famous 
Satyabadi School which played a significant role in the 
cause of nationalism and freedom of the country. 

About this time Gopabandhu left for Baripada 
to work there as the State Pleader of the State. 
But he ysed to take keen interest in the fortunes 

sf the school. ‘The school was soon recognised by the 
Féieation Department of the Government. 

The process of conversion of this school into a 
High School on a new model began with the arrival of 
Pandit Nilakantha Das on the 11th October, 1911, on the 
completion of his Post-Graduate education to take up the 
Headmastership of the institution. The band of young, 
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selfless and distinguished intellectuals whe” offered to serye 
as teachers on a mere subsistence allowance in pufsuance 
of the objectives of the Universal Education League 
included, besides Pandit Nilakantha Das, Pandit 
Godavarish Misra, Acharya Harihar Das, Pandit 
Krupasindiu Misra, Pandit Basudev Mahapatra, 
Sti Ramachandra Rath, Sri Venugopal Achati, Sri Satya- 
badi Tripathy and Pandit Bhubaneswar Rath. They were 
later joined by Pandit Lingaraj Misra and several others. 


The Aims and Ideals of the Universal Education League 


Thus started the open air Satyabad? School with 
the following announcement of the aims and ideals of the 
Universal Education League contemplated by 
Gopabandhu : 

“It is the belief of the organizers, of this League 
that every one has equal right of being educated. Just 
as the rays of the sun and moon are shared equally by 
the people and. just as religious instruction is being 
imparted to the human society in all ages, education or 
mental illumination should also be given equally to all. 
There are several ways of reducing educational expendi- 
ture without deteriorating educational standards and 
for this, attempts are being made to-establish a grove 
school on the lines of the old Gurukula „System. «Im:this 
institution the tuition fee payable by the students shall be 
the minimum and they will be made to live a simple and 
austere life in the school hostel. A school does not 
consist of only buildings, chairs and tables; there must 
be well-educated, sincere and idealistic teachers. The 
present system of education has failed to prepare 
the young men of the country for the struggle 
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of life. Theytare not capable of doing anything 
other ‘than what can be done with chairs and iables. It 
is an important problem to teach them appropriate 
crafts and make them able to earn their livelihood and for 
this they should be taught not merely physical exercises 
but also industry and agriculture. There is also a great 
need for religious and moral instruction, for morality 
has value even in material activities like ‘rade and 
commerce. ” 

“The Satyabadi School is not a local, communal 
or sectarian institutiion in respect of its ideals, form and 
manageiment; its basic ideal is to impart liberal education 
to the community at large. This is the beginning of a 
comprehensive educational drive for which we have been 
preparing for a long time. Our idea is to build up a 
series of institutions of this type and it is only one of the 
series. In course of time, schools of this type will raise 
their heads all over the province. In these institutions, 
there will be a union of wealth, education and character 
and to implement this scheme, the Universal Education 
League has been established.” 

Teaching was conducted under the shades of the 
ever-green trees laden with flowers and fruits. The 
disciplined 1ife ef the students who lived there with the 
teaxkers, ‘the training imparted, the atmosphere, the 
idealism and the earnestness that animated those who were 
connected with the institution soon attracted the attention 
of the biggest in the land. Dignity of labour permeated 
the hearts of the students and the teachers of the insti- 
tution and instruction was imparted through play and 
work. Gopabandhu helped the institution not only with 
his labour but with his money also. His idea was to 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


( 25 ) 


establish a network of such institutionisckhroughout the 
country. Through these institutions he wanted tospreach 
fhe message of nationalism and moral idealism and train 
up a generation of patriotic and selfless youngmen who 
would brave every hardship to free the country from 
bondage. This unique school was visited by Chancellors 
and Vice-Chancellors of several universities and it 
evoked the admiration of eminent scliolars both of 
India and from abroad including among others Mahaima 
Gandhi, Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, Sir Devi Prasad 
Sarbadhikari and Dr. Lancaster of Great Britain. Sir 
Astutosh Mukherjee, the renowned Vace-€<hancellor 
of the Calcutta University who visited the School in 
1917 wrote : 

“I visited the Satyabadi school with great interest. 
The School possesses many remarkable features. It is 
managed by well-educated Oriyas who have realised the 
great truth that spread of education amongst their people 
can be eff¢cted on the surest and soundest lines by per- 
sons who are prepared to make great sucrifice. It is 
obvious to me that the school js backed by more than 
one such devoted and enthusiastic young man. They 
have further realised that true education is possible 
without expensive and luxurious eqyupments; indeed, 
such equipments are rather a hindrance than an assi- 
stance to the cause of the spread of education” amoitgst 
an essentially poor people. Indians in the old days were 
accustomed to receive sound education and culture 
without appreciable expenditure of money. Under 
altered conditions, that may no longer be possible; but it 
can not be denied that many well-meaning people labour 
under the delusion that expensive buildings and other 
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like agencies are essential for the spread of education. 
Thé promoters of this School have set a laudable 
example to the country. Their ideals arc high, they 
understand the value of discipline and culture—mental, 
moral and physical; the result of their labour is likely to 
be great for the very reason that the beginnings are 
humble; one can not but wish that every village in 
Bengal should possess a genuine plan of instruction like 
the Satyabadi School”. - 

( School Report, 1912-18) 

Mahatma Gandhi who also visited the School wrote 
in his“ Yourig India” on the 13th April, 1921: 

“Orissa has workers too. Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das, an Ex- M. L. C., an Ex-pleadcr, and many other 
things besides, is a selfless leader. He and his band, they 
tel me, live on_rice and dal. They rarely take ghee 
now-a-days... After non-cooperation the workers have 
reduced themselves to the lowest honorarium, even as 
little as ten rupees per month. 

“No wonder if I believe that with such carnest men 
Swaraj is possible of attainment during the year. Pandit 
Gopabandhu has an open-air school at Sakhigopal, 
twelve miles this side of Puri. It is a grove school. It 
is worthy of visit.- I passed a most delightful day in the 
midsgt.nf the boys and their teachers. It is a serious 
experiment in open air teaching. Some of the boys are 
powerful athletes.” I 

Sir Edward Gait, the then Lieutenant Governor of 
Bihar and Orissa, who visited the School, wrote : 

“I was also greatly impressed by the system of 
teaching in the open-air instead of the crowded class 
rooms. It is to be hoped that the boys will thus learn 
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to appreciate the advantages of fresh fr and will do 
their best to discourage amongst their relativas -trie 
pernicious practice of shutting out air from their houses 
which is at present So common and which in many parts 
1s causing a terrible spread of tubercular diseases”. 

The Satyabadi School in all conscience was a novel 
idea in those days. Gopabandhu felt that Indians should 
sustain their national heritage th?ough establishment of 
schools based on the principle of “plain living and high 
thinking”. Gopabandhu’s Guru, Muktear Ramachandra 
Das, who was mostly responsible for moulding Gopa- 
bandhu’s ideas on nationalistic lines, deeply-anpreciated 
tlhe sylvan surroundings in which the school was set up and 
once pointed out to Gopabandhu and his erudite philo- 
sopher colleague Nilakantha Das, that an ideal Univer- 
sity could be established under the groves. Gopabandhu 
felt that education was becoming costlier and the prevai- 
ling system lacked the ideal relationship between the 
teacher and the taught. He wanted to make education 
more meaningful by raising the morale of both the 
teachers and the students. A sense of confidence was 
sought to be infused among the pupils by the introduc- 
tion of vocational courses. Students imbibed secularism 
and shed casteism and superstitions which gripped the 
average mass of people firmly “in those days. The 
school was located in an area inhabited mostly ‘=by 
orthodox Brahmins in ‘Shasans’ (villages). Nobody 
“could walk through the village holding his umbrella 
up or wearing shoes or clad in ‘lungis’. This was consi- 
dered an affront to the high-ups. Nobody could sport 
a moustache. 

Situated in the heart of this fortress of orthodoxy, 
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the SatyabaditSchool sought to storm it and break down 
the barriers of caste and community. Teachers and 
students dined together irrespective of caste or creed. 
Pandit Nilakantha led a “moustache rebellion” in which 
bands of Brahmin boys went about sporting mousta- 
ches in protest against the caste rigidities. All these 
alramed the orthodox Brahmins in the area who looked 
upon the school as «threat to thcir hold on the soci- 
ety. On the 22nd March, 1912 some miscreants set 
fire to the thatched structure of the school which not 
only inflicted a loss of about five thousand rupees on 
the orgamicers of the school but destroyed many rare 
and invaluable books which had been collected for the 
school library. The organisers of the school were very 
much shaken by this loss. Gopabandhu who received the 
news of the arson at Baripada immediately rushed to 
Satyabadi and ‘with his usual faith in God said, ‘‘“Why 
worry? It is per haps God’s will that the school should 
have a pucca building”. An appeal was issued for 
funds, and donations came pouring in. Within a 
short period two rows of buildings were erected and the 
permanent structure was completed in 1913. The 
school was affiliated to the Calcutta University in 
November 1914 and an annual grant was received. 
Gopabandhu who built up the school not as a 
cefiventional High School but as a centre forlight and 
learning and for inspiring students with idealism, 
patriotism and nationalism, was not keen to accept the 
paltry Government grant of Rs. 75/- lest it should 
affect the autonomy and independence of the institution. 
But as the students could not sit for the Matriculation 
Examination unless the school was affiliated to the Uni- 
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versity, Gopabandhu and his colleagues {had to accept 
the Government grant. There was some’ delay ir-att6- 
rding affiliation to the school as the then Government 
entertained some suspicion that the school was spread- 
ing sedition among the students and through them 
among the people around. But the Collector of 
Puri, Shri Ramaballav Mishra, who had a liberal out- 
look, was satisfied about the crédentials = of the insti- 
tution and on his recommendation the school was ulti- 
mately affiliated to the Calcutta University. 

After the formation of the Bihar and Orissa Pro- 
vince, the Patna University came into being.-t«1917 and 
Satyabadi School in due course was affiliated to the 
Patna University. The products of this school shone 
not only as patriotic and nationalistic workers but 
made their mark in every sphere of life in Orissa~ in 
later years. This period is, therefore, generally known 
as the Satyabadi Era in Orissa. 

Following the special session of the Indian National 
Congress held in Calcutta in September 1920 in which 
the Congress adopted Mahatma Gandhi’s programme 
of non-cooperation, Gopabandhu, who attended the 
Congress as the leader of the delegation from Orissa, 
as well as his colleagues decided to devote themselves 
wholeheartedly to the cause of tie country’s freedom. 
At his instance the Utkal Union Conference witch 
had been formed to fight for the amalgamation of all 
‘the Oriya-speaking areas lying in other Provinces under 
one administration, adopted at its Chakradharpur 
session on the 30th December 1920, a resolution decla- 
ring that ‘the aims of the Indjan National Congress 
be accepted as those of the Utkal Union Conference 
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in addition to the accepted objectives of the Conference.” 
The session also wholeheartedly endorsed the resolu- 
tion of the Indian National Congress recommending 
creation of linguistic provinces. ' 

Gopabandhu threw himself heart and soul into 
the task of organising Congress Committees in cach 
district and, spreading the message of non-cooperation 
among the people for achieving freedom from foreign 
yoke. 

In response to the appeal of Gandhiji to spread 
Free National Education he formed an educational 
organisarion,.named ‘Utkal Swaraj Siksha Parisad” 
which formulated the system of education, the courses 
of studies, the mode of teaching to be adopted in national 
institutions, and took the responsibility of regulating and 
supervising such institutions. In 1921 Gopabandhu 
converted his favourite institution into a National 
School or Vidyapith. He refused to accept a Govern- 
ment grant of Rs. 20,000/- and severed all connections 
with the university which was under Government control. 
Shri Nandakishore Das, M. A. joined the institution. 
Pandit Lingaraj Mishra, M. A. resigning his post of 
Asst. Superintendent of Sanskrit studies, liad joined 
as a teacher a short time before. In 1923, it was 
converted into a National College. The performance 
of AE” institution was bright till 1924. But unfortu- 
nately financial difficulties stood inthe way of further 
continuance of the institution as an autonomous one.” 
Many students withdrew from it. To save the insti- 
tution the teachers thought of getting it reaffiliated to 
the University. Gopabandhu withdrew himself from 
the institution for a time. He was not prepared to give 
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up his stand. But the move to reaffiliate it to the 
University failed and finally the work of the’school was sag 
pended in :926. Rev. C. F. Andrews, Gopabandhu’s close 
friend and associate in relief activities in Orissa during 
times of flood and famine, wrote a touching letter conso- 
ling Gopabandhu on this tragic occasion: “I know, 
you nust have been feeling terrible mental anguish on 
account of the closure of the Satyabadi School, for you 
have spent the best part of your life for this institution. 
It would be a still greater shock if that school becomes 
an aided institution. I realise that it is more painful 
for you to see itas a Government-aided institution than 
to close it down altogether”. 

But for all his anguish Gopabandhu stuck to his 
ideats. He consoled his lieutenant Pandit Lingaraj 
Mishra saying, ‘‘When an army in the battlefield suffers 
reverses on account of adverse circumstances, it does not 
regard these as defeats; rather it waits for opportunities 
to march ahead. Likewise we have to wait for an 
opportune moment even inthe midst of present deplo- 
rable circumstances to put forth efforts for spreading 
education and Oriya language in Orissa and outlying 
‘riya-speaking tracts and also to keep alive in the 
minds of the people their longing for national education”. 

Thus ended a glorious chapter iivthe annals of 
educational reform in Orissa, a unique cexperiment timt 
anticipated  Tagore’s experiment in Shantiniketan, 
Mahatma Gandhi’s concept of Nai Talim or Basic 
Education and stood for a cultural, moral and political 
renaissance. Its tragic end, however unfortunate, 
showed the strength of spirit, the courage of convic- 
tion of Gopabandhu who unhesitatingly sacrificed this 
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unique institution of his own creation for the cause of 
fréedem, the service of humanity. Once during this 
period of despair, he told his dearest xssociztic 
Acharya Harihar, “Well, Hari, sometimes 1 think whet 
is the use of this labour for the school ? Who will 
work for it ? The people for whom this schoo! was 
set up are dying in different corners of the province, some 
are meeting their ene as mere skeletons and some others 
simply cie of starvation. For whom is this school ? 
Who will build up education and civilisation 7? The 
humanist, the lover of freedom in him, won over the 
educaticsist in him and he plunged into the battle that 
held the key to national liberty and regeneration. 

It marked the end of an epoch. The students of the 
Satyabadi School carried the stamp of the school as it 
were wherever they went. They were known every- 
where for their depth of knowledge, spirit of service and 
idealism, sense of dignity of ijabour and devotion to 
motherland. The teachers of Satyabadi School, Pandit 
Nilakantha, Godavarish Misra, Acharya Harihar and 
Krupasindhu Mishra along with Gopabandhu came to 
be known as ‘Pancha Sakha’ or The Five Friends. 
Pandit Lingraj Mishra, Pandit Ramchandra Rath, 
Pandit Basudev Mahapatra and Sri Venugopal Achari 
were remarkabfe nct merely as teachers. They contri- 
buted to the cultural and political renaissance of Orissa 
significantly. The Journal Satyabadi bore the stamp 
of their refreshing, original and bold outlook and their 
scholarship. Pandit Nilkantha was famous for his 
vast erudition, his eloquence and his rich contribu- 
butions to creative and critical literature. Apart 
from various essays, Nilkantha wrote several Kavyas 
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including Konarke, Pranayini modelled after Tennyson’s 
The Princess and Kharavela, and a translation of Teniy? 
son’s Enoch Arden, during this period. Krupasindhu, 
ah M. A. in History, wrote historical treatises on 
Konarka and the Barabati Fort and was engaged in 
writing a comprehensive history of Orissa when 
death snatched him away. Godavarish achieved emi- 
nence as a lyric poet and a short-story writer, a trans- 
lator and a dramatist. Pandit Basudev shone as an 
essayist. Gopabandhu wrote a prose closer to the 
language of the people and yet always with a dignity 
and a grace aboutit. All this led many critics.eof litera- 
ture to refer to this epoch as the ‘Satyabadi epoch of 
Literature.’ 

Gopabandhu’s educational interest was not con- 
fined to the Satyabadi School. He wanted educational 
development of Orissa as a whole. HoWever he was 
conscious that Oriyas being poor by and lar ge would not 
be able to donate substantial amounts for the purpose. 
So he started a fund called ‘““‘The Orissa Education 
Fund” or ‘One Pice Fund’. Each person was to pay 
onc pice only for the cause of educational uplift. One 
is reminded of Gandhiji’s way of raising fund for the 
uplift of the Harijans. Thousands of rupees were 
collected in this way. Mr. Lambert, tht Principal of 
the Ravenshaw College, was the Treasurer of the Fund. 


Gopabandhu with his band of co-workers and the 
whole Satyabadi institution plunged headlong into the 
non-cooperation movement launched by Mahatma 
Gandhi; 
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Gopabandhu usa Legislator. 

—~ = The area of Bihar and Orissa was constituted into 
a Province aftcr separation from the Bengal Presidency 
in 1912 under a Lieutenant Governor with a Legis- 
lative Council in which there were some elected members 
known as Additional Members. At the suggestion of 
Shri Madhusudan Das who was then the acknowledged 
and undisputed leadér of Orissa, Gopabandhu contested 
the clection for the only seat allotted to Orissa from the 
Local Governing Bodies Constituency. Gopabandhu 
who was initially not willing to enter the legislature 
uitimatety~;ielded to the pressure of the Grand Old 
Man of Orissa and was elected to the Bihar and Orissa 
Legislative Council in 1917. He served as a Member 
of the Council for 4 years from 1917 to i920 during 
which he steadfastly fought for the amalgamation of 
the Oriya-speaking. areas lying scattered in the neigh- 
bouring provinces. He pressed for permanent measures 
for flood controi and famine relief. He pleaded that 
the people in the coastal areas should be given the 
right to manufacture. salt free of duty for their own 
consumption. He wanted the Government to imple- 
ment the principle of open-air education on the model 
of the Satyabadi School. His battle in the legislature 
with - Mr. Gr inning, the then Commissioner of Orissa 
“npn March 1920 on the question of relief to the famine- 
striken people of Puri in 1919 and his systematic 
fight for permitting the people of the coastal area “to 
manufacture salt free of duty form an epic story. He 
espoused the cause of the famine-stricken people in 
stirring language, “Declare famine or not but save the 
human lives there” he demanded. “If any human 
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being in an unknown corner of the province, within. 
the great empire of His Majesty, dies for want of food, 
Lthink that his blood will be upon me and upon all 
those who are directly or indirectly responsible for 
conducting the administration”. Moved by his force- 
ful speeches on the floor of the Council, Sir Edward 
Gait, the then Lieutenant Governor, came” down to 
the affected areas and saw how the afflicted people 
were living on wild plants and how men and women 
could not come to the open for want of wearing apparel 
and how people had fled from the villages. Gopabandhu 
showed to the Governor the brass ornaments which the 
Commissioner had wrongly surmised to be gold 
ornaments worn by the womenfolk. The Governor 
was so much moved by the pitiable sights that he told 
Gopabandhu, “iam sorry, Gopabandhu,..what ought to 
have been done has not been done. ” 

Not content with this, Gopabandhu fought in 
the Council for the appointment of an Expert Commi- 
ttee to survey the flood-affected districts and suggest 
measures for the permanent control of floods. He 
forcefully declared, “The question of flood is a life and 
death question to £us ... AS a matter of fact, owing to 
flood and owing to the condition of the amine, my race 
is gradually going to be extinct”. 

As a result of his endeavours a Flood Enquiry Commi- 
ttee was appointed in 1922-23. Following the devasta- 
ting flood in Orissa in 1928 another Flood Expert 
Committee was set up. The report of this Conimittee 
led to the formation of other Expert Committees cul- 
minating in the construction of the Hirakud Dam. 

Gopabandhu’s fight in the Council for permitting 
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people in the coastal areas to manufacture salt for their 
own use bore fruit when as a result of the Gandhi- 
Irwin Pact of 1931 the coastal people of Orissa got 
the right to manufacture salt out of sea watcr for their 
own consumption. 

Gopabandhu’s efforts for setting up schools in the 
Oriya-speaking areas made his name a household 
word in Singhbhum, Dhalbhum, Midnapur, Phuljhar, 
Khariar, Padampur ard Chandrapur areas which were 
then situated in the neighbouring Provinces of Bihar, 
Bengal and Central Provinces and Berar. 

It Was as a result of Gopabandhu’s efforts in the 
Council as a legislator that M. A. classes in English and 
B. L. classes were started in the Ravensahw College. 
An Engineering School at Cuttack and a Sanskrit 
College at Puri were established and provision for awar- 
ding free-studentship to the extent of 10% of the 
strength on the rolls in the schools and colleges was 
made. 

Gopabandhu’s role as a legislator was greatly 
valued even by his political opponents. He once de- 
clared on the floor of the Council, “I never urge any 
point of which 1 am not myself convinced; for I always 
believe that in.public life as in all other spheres of acti- 
vities truth and sincerity are the only invincible forces 
“which win”. This truth and sincerity underlying all his 
statements appealed to all sections of the house. 

One of the best tributes Gopabandhu received ds a 
parliamentarian was from Mr. Scott, Politicel Agent of 
the Orissa States and Deputy Commissioner of Singh- 
bhium. Once he told Gopabandhu, “Mr. Das, I have 
been in India for the last 17 years. I have heard the 
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speeches of eminent parliamentarians 6n the floor of 
the House of Commons, particularly I remember ‘thé 
speeches of Mr. A. J. Balfour, one time Prime Mini- 
ster of England and I can tell you, your speeches re- 
mind me of that great man. As a Congressman you 
are now in the position of an enemy of British 
imperialism but I can tell you that we, European Offi- 
cers, appreciate sincere and devoted patriots like you”. 


GOPABANDHU AND UTKAL SAMMILANI. 


It has been stated earlier how Gopabandhu as 
a young student attended the annual .conference 
of the Utkal Sammilani held at Parlakhemundi and 
courageously asserted that Oriya-speaking areas of 
Madras and Bengal should rather be amalgamated with 
the Central Provinces and Berar and not ‘with Bengal as 
suggested by Madhusudan Das, the Veteran Oriya 
leader. Today many view the Utkal Sammilani of 
the past as a regional organisation with a parochial 
outlook but it has to be remembered that before the 
Indian National Congress found its way into Orissa 
through the efforts of Gopabandhu, Utkal Sammileni 
was the only forum where gathered leaders of all sect- 
ions of people of Orissa for the uplift of the Oriya 
speaking people spread over the States of Bengal, 
Madras and C. P. Gopabandhu gave a tutn to the actis 
vities of the Utkal Sammuilani, broadened its base and 
ideals and in his person and in his principles became a 
living link between the two. 

In his magazine The Satyabadi, of the Oriya year 1328, 
he regretted that the Sammilani had been only a forum 
for speech-making and paper resolutions and had hardly 
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achieved anything in its sixteen years of existence except 
prepagating the Oriya language to some extent in Singh- 
bhum district, persuading farmers to take to cotton culti- 
vation and making a survey of famine conditions ihn 
the Puri district. Politics came up for discussion only 
slightly after the publication of the Montague Chems- 
ford Report. Though in the two previous years the 
successive Presidents of the Sammilani had suggested that 
it should bea part of the Indian National Organisation 
and a resolution condemning the Jallianwallah Bagh 
massacre had been passed, still there was no unanimity 
among the members of the Sammilani on making it a 
political organisation. Gopabandhu categorically asser- 
ted, ‘The question of politics is different but when it is 
asked whether the Conference should form a part of 
the Indian nationalist movement many people are startled. 
But there is nothing much startling init. The Confe- 
rence had attained majority now and its isolated exi- 
stence in the national life is no longer possible’. He 
satirised the timid and hesitant attitude of many leaders 
of the Sammilani and declared, “We must sail in the 
current of nationalism”. The courage and conviction of 
the youthful rebel Gopabandhu is revealed in the 
following memorable lines of his in “The Satyabadi”’. “No 
one can, defifitely say what is the extent of danger 
inherent in any movement. Tt may be that Orissa may 
lose her identity altogether as a result of the national 
movement and we must be prepared for it. if oblitera- 
tion of Orissa can save Indian Nationalism is it not 
desirable ? Tt will rather be a stroke of good luck for 
Orissa”. He boldly declared, “It is a sacred duty to 
sacrifice even the lives of one’s kinsmen for the good of 
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the country”. He attacked the sponsors of the Sammi- 
lani who wanted the people not to join the struggle for 
independence. He concluded his article with the words, 
“We have to dedicate ourselves to the cause of 
indian nationalism. It is not proper to give up work 
calculating the possible consequences; work is man’s 
duty, its fuifilment is a divine dispensation”. 
Gopabandhu’s life-long associatiorr with the 
Utkal Sammilani was marked by his constant effort to 
integrate regional loyalty with nationalism. .He was 
held in high regard by the pioneers of Utkal Sammilani, 
Maharaja Shriramchandra Bhanja Deo —-of Mayur- 
bhanj and Utkat Gaurab Madhusudan Das. He 
participated in the Utkal Sammilani Conference at 
Cuttack in 1918 along with Acharya Harihar and chose to 
live with the student volunteers from the -Satyabedi 
School. Pandit Nilakantha and Pandit Godavarish 
also remained with the students. They were members 
of the Subjects Committee. Gopabandhu’s fiery 
speech in support of the resolution on the unification 
of the Oriya-speaking regions stirred the audience. He 
sharply criticised the Government and asserted, “Many in 
India wait for the proposed reforms. Let us see if 
Government reforms or deforms (Cheers). If there is 
no amalgamation of Oriya-speaking areas, whatever 
else may happen, 1 say, on my behalf, i shall‘ have no 
more contact with the Government for the rest of my 
life’. And he ended his speech in moving tearful langu- 
age which brought out his deep devotion to Mother 
Utkal. “Oh Utkal, my motherland ! If the hope that 
I had cherished to see your beautiful shape with vour 
head restored through the amalgamation of all the Oriya- 
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speaking tracts is not realised in this life, I will sacrifice 
this Humble life of mine in the worship of your headless 
and handless ugly figure”. | 

Gopabandhu was elected President of the next 
session of the Utkal Union Conference. The session 
was held at Cuttack in April, 1919. Sixty students of Satya- 
badi schoo! alongwith some teachers participated in 
the Conference as volunteers. 

Gopabandhu’s Presidential speech was a striking 
departure from the speeches delivered by Presidents of 
earlier Conferences. It revealed his loyalty to the 
Oriya cause! But it also revealed his greater loyalty 
to the cause of the nation as a whole, his desire that the 
Oriya movement should be a part of the national 
movement, that Orissa should march with the rest of 
India in the struggle for freedom. Narrow parochialism 
had no plece in Gopabandhu’s heart. His love for 
Orissa and his love for India were only aspects of his 
love for the humanity as a whole. His large-hearted 
humanism is strikingly brought out in the foilowing lines 
of his speech: 

“Whatever we do individually, unless it is condu- 
cive to the religion of man, unless it is in furtherance 
of a liberal spirit of humanism, it is not a duty at all. 
The human spirit is gradually developing, the human 
society is gradually revealing new chapters of the laws 
of the Divine Creation. In human life gradually God’s 
desire is being increasingly manifested. Each nation’s 
progress is the result of this progress of the religion of 
man. Hence liberal humanism should be the aim of 
every national institution. The union of a number of 
little streams leads to the birth of a river; again in the 
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same way the confluence of several rivers results in the 
birth of a mighty river and finally all the mightv -arvers 
enter into the vast ocean. The final fulfilment of our 
individual and national spirit liesin its union with the 
spirit of mankind. Every person’s action should be such 
that the sum total of the individual actions of every one 
would result in the good of the nation as a whole; again 
the ways and courses of actiun of different nations 
should be conducive to the entire humanity. Unless 
national aspiration is directed and moulded according to 
these ideals, the march of the nation towards national 
prosperity and national fulfilment in the true sense would 
not be possible. 

“Universal human society is the main goal of Divi- 
nity. Service to man is service to God. But the... 
individual’s strength in his weak arms is rather insigni- 
ficant, his vision narrow, his course of action limited. 
Hence it is impossible for him to render service to the 
universal human society at Jarge. The particular 
country and the particular nation in which an indi- 
vidual lives form the altar of his worship, and service to 
that nation is his service to mankind. 

‘Salutation to every God goes to Keshava”. 

“With this liberal humanism as our ideal, we shall 
have to progress along the path Gf national prosperity. 
There is no fear in it, no harm in it”. ” 

He mourned the death not only of the great writer 
of Orissa, Fakir Mohan Senapati, and a number of 
princes and rulers of feudatory states who had been 
actively associated with the Utkal Sammilani but also 
of the countless men and women of Orissa unheard of 
and unknown, who had perished untimcly in some 
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obscure corner or. other of Orissa due to want of food or 
of proper treatment and who, had they lived in health 
for long, would have contributed to the good of the 
country. “Fach one of them” he said, “was directly 
and indirectly the strength behind the national confe- 
rence of ours”. Gopabandhu also gave expression to 
his liberal democratic sentiment in forceful language. 
He said: “It is being increasingly realised that the 
common imasses of a nation form the body of the 
nation. In the western countries, the power of the 
masses has annihilated all other powers. The leaves of 
a tree assimilate light and air from the top; but though 
the base of the tree, the root etc., remain hidden under 
the carth, they collect the juice from the earth and keep 
the tree healthy and vital. The tree of nation functions 
inthe same manner. Those who are at the top, will no 
doubt keep the iree of nation fresh and luminous with 
the light of intellectuality, but unless it receives the juice 
of life from below, the tree will perish. Without the 
root, there would be no leaves and branches. But even 
if there be no branches or leaves, if the roots are there, 
in due time the tree will grow, branches will issuc forth 
from it and it will be adorned with beautiful fruits and 
flowers. A plant without a root is a parasite. Depen- 
ding on another #ee, taking inthe juice of another tree 
it survives. T¢ has no independence. Similarly if the 
national independence is to be maintained the root of 
the nation must be kept in tact. Truce, the root lies 
hidden beneath the earth, but it is really the basic stre- 
ngth, the foundation of the temple of nation. We have 
to be watchful and see that the root is not eaten up by 
insects, does not get rotten. Utkal Sammilani is the 
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sensible image of the unified eternal ଷୋ of the Oriya 
nation and hence the manifestation of our national as- 
pirations.” l 

His definition of an Oriya was striking. He gave a 
new significance to the nature and function of the Utkal 
Sammilani. He held up the great heritage of Orissa 
and appealed to Oriyas to rise above all pettiness and 
engagc themselves in a common, endeavour irrespective 
of their social and economic position for the good of 
the nation. In course of his ‘Presidential address he 
said: “This is the conference of the entire Oriya people. 
This is not a conference of only those who are present 
or those who have sent messages for not being able to 
attend or of the present living generation of Orissa. The 
conference is also of those who are yet to be born as 
our posterity. There is no difference between Utkal 
and Oriya and such a difference is also not desirable. 
Orissa belongs to those of Bengal or Punjab, of Marwar 
or Madras, those Hindus or Muslims, Aryans or Dra- 
vidians who have identified themselves with Utkal or 
Orissa. They are also Oriyas. The objectives of the 
Sammilani are to develop the Oriya nationality which 
consists of different categories of people residing in 
natural Orissa accepting it as their own province. 
Not parochialism but humanism «was ™the goal of Oriya 
nationalism. Oriya nationalism consists of universal 
love and fullness of life. It is not selfish, lifeless or 
interested in inactive love. It is not based on desire for 
conquest or bloodshed. Equality, fraternity and liberty 
are its watch-words. Orissa does not suffer from petti- 
nesses. Orissa’s river is called the Mahanadi or the 
Great River, Orissa’s sea is Mahodadhi or the Great 
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sea, Orissa’s hill is Mahendra or the Great Mountain, 
Orisso’s tree is Kalpabata or the tree of fulfilment, Orissa’s 
Lord is Jagannatha or the Lord of the Universe and 
Orissa’s cremation ground is the Swargadwar or the 
Gate to Heaven. The Oriya visualizes greatness all 
around. The conference is a part of India’s national 
movement. To maintain our individuality, we must 
maintain the foundation of our mationalism, the 
common people, in tact. The foundation of the temple 
of nationalism, the original power, lies imbedded in the 
villages. There can be no discrimination between great 
and small in a national movement. In the national 
endeavour, there is no difference between a Maharaja 
and a sweeper”. 

He wanted the foundations of nationalism to be 
truly laid through development of agriculture, industry, 
commerce, literdture and education. He felt that all 
efforts at educating the people should be consolidated. 
under league. The Bhagabat Tungis should be 
wi He valued education of women. “The 
women” he said, “are the goddesses of Family life” 
and he wanted them to be like Seeta and Savitri. Firm 
efforts, he felt, should be made to see that the Oriya 
language did not die in the outlying Oriya tracts be- 
cause the death 3f Oriya language would mean death of 
Oriya nationalish. “The problem of language” he 
asserted “is now a problem of life and death for us. 
It will ‘of course be desirable to have one common 
language but so long as this has not been done, the 
Oriya cannot lose his individuality”. Towards the end 
of his speech, he declared, ““‘In a way this Conference is 
the embodiment of our national spirit and manifesta 
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tion of our national objectives. Its function is national 
development. Its principles are liberty, equality nd 
fraternity and it is based on the foundation of self- 
sacrifice and religious faith. Its ideal is universality”. 
He concluded with the following memorable lines: 

“Do or die should be our motto. Many may 
ave to lay down their lives to achieve, this difficult 
goal. Individual sacrifices stremgthen & nation. This 
is the way of realisation of our self. Let there be no 
fear, no frustration. This is the command of mother 
Utkal. Believe me, if Oriya has lived so far through 
the vicissitudes of history, it is not meaningless. We 
have a lot more to do in the all-India field. The great 
seers and sages of India have come to this holy land 
Utkal in quest of knowledge. Their ideas are not yet 
broadcast in full. Oh sons of Utkal ! The time for 
propagation has come. Opportunities for service are 
there. Visit the hamlets, go to every nook and corner 
of the province and carry the joyous tidings into the 
ears of every man. Saints in every age have come in 
the past to this holy land, it is time for Oriyas to be 
saints now. Without meditation and dedication, no 
important work has ever been done. The salvation of 
life lies in such dedication”. 

But for all his efforts, the sesolition calling for 
merger of Utkal Sammilani with the’ National Congress 
could not be passed. In the following session held at 
Puri under the Presidentship of Sri Chandrasekhar 
Behera too, his efforts failed. 

He tried to create a climate in favour of integra- 
tion of Utkal Sammilani with the Congress by taking 
up the demand for a separate province of the Oriya- 
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speaking region with the national lJcaders and persua- 
ding “wiahatma Gandhi to accept the idea of formation 
of provinces on the linguistic basis. A resolution on, 
reorganisation of provinces on the linguistic basis was 
passed in the Nagpur Session of the Congress attended 
by Gopabandhu. On return from Nagpur, Gopabandhu 
organised the Orissa Provincial Congress Committee 
and with the approval ‘of the national leaders the Singh- 
bhum District Congress Committee of Bihar becaimc 
organisationally a branch of Orissa Provinciai Congress 
Committee. 

The session of Utkal Sammilani held at Chakra- 
dharpur in Singhbhum district under the Presidentship 
of Sri Jagabandhu Singh approved. the following resolu- 
tion moved by Pandit Gopabandhu and seconded by 
Sri “Chandrasekhar Behera-“‘Resolved that the aims and 
objects of the Indian National Congress be accepted as 
those of the Utkal Sammilani in addition to the accepted 
objectives of the Conference”. The Conference also 
endorsed the resolution of the Indian National Congress 
recommending creation of linguistic provinces. Amal- 
gamation of all the Oriya-speaking tracts was reitcrated. 

Thus Gopabandhu succeeded for a time in 
bringing together the twin streams of regionalism and 
nationalism. But when in 1921, Gopabandhu with his 
devoted “band of workers joined the non-cooperation 
novement launched by Mahatma Gandhi, the Utkal 
Sammilani relapsed to its earlier non-political charac- 
ter. Gopabandhu thereafter severed himself from the 
Utkal Sammilani and became a Congressman out and 
out. 
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Gopabarndhu and the Congress 
Pandit Gopabandhu in a sensc represented af that 
is good and noble and responded to the call of the 
‘distressed wherever they might be. He was an embodi- 
ment of ijiove, simplicity and spirit of sacrifice. 
Gopabandhu brought the imessage of the indian 
National Congress to Orissa. He used ~to attend 
Corigress sessions earlier, but in 1920 after the special 
sossion of the Congress at Calcutta, Gopabandhu decided 
to throw himself wholeheartedly into Mahatmaji’s 
non-cooperation movement. He had formed the first 
District Congress Committee at Puri on the 30th August 
1920 with himself as the President. He attended the 
special session of the Congress under tiie presidentsiiip 
of Lala Lajpat Rai at Calcutta on the 4th Sepiember, 
1920 as a delegate. The Congress formally adopted 
Mahatma Gandhi’s programme of non-copperation at 
this session. Gopabandhu spread the n:essage of non- 
cooperation through the length and breadth of Orissa. 
Later in December 1920 the annual session of thc 
Congress was held at Nagpur which also Gopabandhu 
attended with a contingent of 35 delegates from Orissa 
under his leadership. The session of the Congress was 
organised on a grand scale and it marked the transfor- 
mation of the Congress into a mass orgahisation, From 
Nagpur Gopabandhu came to Chakradharpur where 
he attended the Utkal Union Conference. The conference 
“under his guidance endorsed the programme of non- 
cooperation of the Congress. The movement spread 
like wild fire all over Orissa. Hundreds of students left 
schools and Colleges. Many lawyers gave up the bar 
and plunged into the movement. Ashramas were esta- 
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blished at Puri, Cuttack, Balasore, Sambalpur and 
Gartjam. National schools were started at Sambalpur, 
Satyabadi, Banpur, Chakradharpur and Cuttack and 
were placed under the Utkal Swaraj Siksha Parisad. On 
return to Orissa, Pandit Gopabandhu formed the 
Provincial Congress Committee with himself as President 
and Sri Bhagirathi Mahapatra and Sri Brajabandhu Das 
as Secretaries. Gopabandhu continued as such till his 
death on the 17th June, 1928. 

In response to Mahatmaji’s call for non-cooperation 
Gopabandhu as a Congressman decided to withdraw 
himself from the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council. 
On hearing of Gopabandhu’s decision to shun parlia- 
mentary actitivites Sir Edward Gait, the then Lt. Gover- 
nor of Bihar and Orissa who had developed great regard 
for.him tr id to dissuade him from pursuing that course 
but Gopabandiiu was not to be deflected from his deci- 
sion. In his reply to the Lt. Governor, he said, “Goodness 
or sympathy in a few British administrators cannot 
solve the problems of the country.” “India” he said, 
“must rely on its own strength. Non-cooperation is the 
way of achievement. If the people dedicate themselves to 
the task of non-cooperation and if their heart is filled with 
strength and power, your Government can no longer 
ignore them. ¢ fee! nothing can be gained by a weak 
heart”. He haa once said, “When I remember the poor 
famine-stricken people in their skins and bones, I feel 
ashamed to have any further co-operation with this 
Goverment.” 

Gopabandhu plunged into the non-cooperation 
movement with his co-workers. Congress Committees 
sprang up in each district and sub-division and people 
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both young and old extended their suport to the cause 
of national liberation. Gopabandhu exhorted the people 
of Orissa to march ahead in the nationalist movement 
and sail in the main stream of national life. He pleaded for 
merging local patriotism in Indian nationalism. The 
movement gathered momentum. “The Samaj”, the weekly 
founded by him carried the message of the Congress to 
remote corners of Orissa. He laid stress.on the use of 
the spinning wheel in every home, the settlement of all 
disputes by the Panchayat in every village, and unity 
among all irrespective of caste, creed and religion. 


Gandhiji’s Visit. 


At the Calcutta session and later at Nagpur 
Gopabandhu had invited Mahatma Gandhi to visit 
Orissa. Gandhiji reached Cuttack on the 21st March 
1921 and toured Cuttack, Puri and Betilampur in the 
company of Gopabandhu. Accompanied by Gopabandhu 
Mahatmaji visited the Satyabadl School at Sakhi- 
gopal and was greatly impressed by it. After this tour 
of Orissa, Mahatmaji exclaimed “‘Orissa is the epitome 
of India’s poverty.” 


Gopabandhu, the Journalist. 


Pandit Gopabandhu was in a senses the pioneer in 
journalism in Orissa. In his work a§ a public worker 
he keenly felt the need of a newspaper to inform and 
£ducate the people about the affairs of the State and to 
ventilate the peoples’ grievances and fight for their 
redress. At Gopabandhu’s exhortation, Shri Sashibhusan 
Rath of Berhampur in the district of Ganjam, started 
in 1913 an Oriya weekly called “The Asha”. The name of 
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the paper meaning ‘hope’ was suggested by Gopabandhu 
himcsif. Gopabandhu used to edit the paper and write 
the editorials till 1919. The articles were being written 
by Gopabandhu and sent to Berhampur either by mail 
or through a special messenger. Later Gopabandhu 
realised that a paper of his own was an absolute necessity 
to educate public opinion on the lines he thought best 
in the interest of the public. Accordingly “The Samaj” 
appeared as a weekly newspaper from Sakhigopal on the 
4th October 1919 on the occasion of “Dusserha”. The 
name of the paper was chosen by Gopabandlhu himself. 
The paper was to devote itself to the good of the society 
as a whole. The aims and objects of the paper were 
enunciated in the following lines in its third issue : 

“The Samaj is published every week on Saturday 
irom the ‘§ptyabadi Press’. The situation of the country 
is discussed in it. It particularly ventilates the grievances 
of the rural ‘people and dispassionate discussion is made 
of those problems of the people which the Government 
ought to know. Again the Government policy and 
activity are also explained to the people through its 
columns. Special attention is paid to the problems of 
health, primary education, religion, Gram Panchayat, 
co-operative movement, social conditions, agriculture, 
rural industries and- allied matters of the rural people. 
The larguage of the “Samaj” is easy and simple and it 
is easily intelligble to the literate people. Even the 
illiterate people also can understand it if some one reads 
it out to them”. 

Gopabandhu continued to be its editor till his death. 
Pandit Krupasindhu Misra virtually acted as the Sub- 
Editor. Sri Radhanath Rath, the present Editor of 
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the “Samaj”, resigned from Government service in Octo- 
ber, 1919 and joined as its Manager. Pandit Nilakdntha, 
Acharya Harihar and Sri Ramchandra Rath used to 
Supervise the publication of the paper during the absence 
of Gopabandhu from Sakhigopal. 

As has been said earlier with a view to developing 
Oriya literature and encouraging literary efforts 
Gopabandhu had started publishing a magazine, The 
Satyabadi, in 1915. Gopabandhw’s idea was to make the 
“Samaj” a one-pice paper so that the poor people would 
be able to purchase a copy and read it. Subsequently 
the “‘Samaj’”’ became a daily after his death: But during 
Gopabandhu’s lifetime the ‘‘Samaj’” became one of the 
most powerful instruments for propagation of the message 
of nationalism and the cause of Indian freedom. 
Gopabandhu’s simple, elegant and forceful-s¢7le in Oriya 
is still the ideal in Oriya prose and journalisip. 

In the wake of the non-cooperation movement the 
“Samaj”? became the main vehicle for carrying the message 
of the Indian National Congress to the people. For this 
it became the eye-sore of the then Government. The 
“Samaj” had to pass through several vicissitudes on this 
account. Gopabandhu was prosecuted as Editor of the 
paper in 1921 for having written an article'in the “Samaj” 
criticising the conduct of the police. A thorcegh -non- 
cooperator, Gopabandhu did not contest the case. He 
had to spend a month in jail as an undertria!l prisoner. 
‘But ultimately he was honourably acquitted by the try- 
ing Magistrate, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, elder brother 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

In the year 1922 when there was a net work of 
Congress organisations throughout Orissa and another 
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struggle for Swaraj had picked up momentum, a terrible 
tragedy took place in Kanika Zamindary whose Zamindar 
wasat that time the Executive Councillor of the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bihar and Orissa. There was firing on 
innocent and helpless tenants who wanted to resist the 
highly oppressive measures of the Zamindar. Pan«clit 
Gopabandhu published the stories of oppression in the 
coiumns of the “Samaj” and agitated for holding of an 
enquiry into this terrible incident. The authorities, who 
were supporting the Zamindar, did not think it safe to 
jet Gopabandhu remain at large. A series of defamation 
cases were siarted against the “Samaj”. Gopabandhu 
was arrested under the Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

A tenant‘of the area who was the correspondent of 
the paper and who was also an accused in the Criminal 
case contest the case. Inthe course of the trial when the 
prosecution found that the criminal and inhuman conduct 
of the Cuttack police would be exposed to the public, all 
the cases were withdrawn under various pretexts. Gopa- 
bandhu’s co-accused persons made a representation 
to the trying Magistrate to the effect that all that was 
published in the paper was true and that they were pre- 
pared to substantiate the same in any Court of Law. 
They asserted that the withdrawal of the cases had been 
a cowardly act oy the part of the Government. 

Pandit Gopabandhu was all along undefended. 
When he heard that the cases had ben dropped by the 
prosecution and the stories of the oppression would n6 
more be brought to light in the Court, tears rolled down 
his cheeks as he sighed, “How could God tolerate these 
barbarities on the helpless and innocent people ?” 

Gopabandhu continued his activities as a non- 
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cooperator undeterred by obvious Governmental efforts 
to cow him down to submission. He untiringly and rele- 
ntlessly moved from one end to another of Orissa 
Spreading the message of non-cooperation. He was 
enthusiastically welcomed wherever he went with gar- 
lands and taken out in processions to the beating of drums 
and gongs. Hailed as the first among the fighters of free- 
dom, he stirred countless hearts with his moving speeches, 
persuaded them to take to the spinning wheel, eschew 
law courts and settle disputes among themselves in the 
Panchayats and to maintain unity so as to be able to 
attain Swaraj of Gandhiji’s dream in no time. As desir- 
ed by Mahatma Gandhi wherever he went, he raised contri- 
butions for the “Tilak Swaraj Fund” instituted by Gandhiji 
to perpetuate the memory of his great predecessor 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak who gave a militant turn to the 
activities of the Congress, and to bolstes=p the finances 
of the Congress. Both Gandliji and “Gopabaridhu belie: d 
in the participation of the entire people of the count - 
in the battle for freedom and each person was expected t : 
contribute at least one pice to the fund. But Gopabandhu’s 
speeches stirred people to part not merely with their 
money but with other articles which were auctioned, the 
sale proceeds being credited to the fund. Gopabandhu 
also organised the Utkal Independencg Service Corps 
( Utkal Swarajya Sevak Sangh ) and =called “pon the 
youth of Orissa to become its members in large numbers. 
There was enthusiastic response to his call and camps for 
training the volunteers were held at different places. 

The Government viewed with fear and concern the 
activities of this beloved dynamic leader of the people 
whose magnetic personality, moving eloquence and un- 
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bounded love for the country drew thousands to his 
meetings and whose dictates they honoured with love and 
devotion. People were threatened and cajoled by the 
agents and officers of the Government not to attend his 
meetings. C. [. D. Officers, Police Officers and Magi- 
strates, through their threatening presence in his meetings 
and processions tried to discourage people from partici- 
pating in them. At Cyttack and Puri Sec. 144 Cr. P. C. 
was promulgated to prevent him from holding meetings. 
The defamation case instituted by the constables of 
Begunia P. S. earlier referred to, was only one of the ways 
the Government tried to gag him. Gopabandhu, un- 
daunted by all this, carried on his activity, went to Jhar- 
suguda in Sambalpur district and spoke on the need of 
unity between the Hindus and the Muhammedans and the 
tyranny let loose by the British Government. He next 
went to Samvalpur on the 25th September, 1921 where 
it was feared that restrictions under Sec. 144 would be 
imposed. But due to the absence of the Deputy Commi- 
ssioner it could not be done and so he freely addressed 
a mammoth meeting on the need for non-cooperation, use 
of Swadeshi and indigenous articles and organised bur- 
ning of foreign clothes and articles. He then left for 
Berhampur as a Member of the Committee appointed by 
the P. C. C. to-resolve the problem leading to tension 
between-the Oriyzs and the Telugus in Ganjam and Agency 
areas. On the 27th he addressed a meeting of Oriya 
labourers at the holiday maidan and reached Berhampur 
on the 28th. But he found that Sec. 144 had been 
promulgated by the Police. He did not violate Sec. 144 
and after attending the Committee meeting he returned to 
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Cuttack where the P. C. C. working Committee was held 
on October 2. 
His trial for defamation of the policemen in Begunia 
P. S. and his acquittal have already been related. He 
returned to Puri in a triumphal procession, saw Lord 
Jagannath in the temple and addressed a mammoth 
meeting on the Puri sea shore where he objected to the 
export of rice from Puri due to the acute scarcity condi- 
tions in many parts of the district. He retuned to Cuttack 
to attend a P. C. C. meeting held for election of delegates 
to the Ahmedabad session of the Congress. But after 
the meeting when he started for Banki, the Cuttack District 
Collector imposed restrictions under Sec. 144 on him. 
On the 10th December Congress Offices all over Orissa 
including Swarajyashram at Cuttack, Gopabandhu’s room 
in Saytabadi school as well as other rooms of the school 
hostel were searched by armed police 17th. While his 
room was being searched he left for Cuttack to attend 
a meeting of the P. C. C. at Cuttack. He saw the same 
scene at Cuttack and received letters from different 
parts of Orissa indicating that similar steps were being 
taken everywhere. But Gandhiji’strue disciple as he 
was, he sent instructions to the workers everywhere to 
remain peaceful. The activities of the Government only 
hardened the determination of the psople to follow 
Gopabandhu and the path of non-cooperation shown by 
Mahatma Gandhi. Gopabandhu’s clarion call to the 
-people of Orissa not to stand behind but join the non- 
cooperation movement in hundreds and thousands was 
responded to and the movement gained momentum deeply 
disturbing the authorities. 
Gopabandhu went to Ahmedabad in the last week of 
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December to attend the Congress session. On his 
return he was to address 2 meeting on the sands of the 
Kathjori river on the 11th January, 1922. But Sec. 144 
was clamped on him directing him not to address tlie 
meeting. He was also ordered not to attend the mecting. 
Gopabandhu sent a written address which was read out 
at the meeting. Printed copies of his address were also 
bought by many. On-the 13th again an order under 
Sec. 144 was served on him directing him not to send any 
written address to any meeting. Gopabandhu then left 
for Singhbhum . He held a meeting at Chakulia and 
another at Jamshedpur. While he was proceeding to 
iKolhan, he received a letter from the Officiating Deputy 
Commissioner to meet him. Gopabandhu readily went 
to meet him. The Deputy Commissioner was relieved 
to learn that Gopabandhu was not going to start a no- 
rent campaign: The Deputy Commissioner somehow 
couldnot serve an order of restriction on him under Sec. 144 
during the meeting though he had intended to do so 
and Gopabandhu proceeded to Kolhan. Sec. 144 was 
promulagated all over the Singhbhum district. At the 
time Gopabandhu was returning from Jagannathpur in 
Kolhan where he had addressed a meeting and held a 
bonfire of clothes of British manufacture. As a result of 
the order. he couldn’t address a meeting at Sonua but his 
speech was read.” His visit to Singhbhum roused intense 
enthusiasm among the workers and officers of the Tata 
Iron and Steel Works. He called upon all to form volu- 
nteer corps, use Khadi and Swadeshi goods only and avoid 
clothes and articles of British manufacture, picket liquor 
shops and carry on the non-cooperation movement. 
He returned from Singhbhum to Jharsuguda in Orissa. 
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He was to address meetings of Congress workers only 
at Jharsuguda, Sambalpur and Bargarh. Butthe District 
Commissioner clamped Section 144 on the entire district. 
Besicles Gopabandhu was personally served with an order 
under Sc. 144 directing him not to address any meeting. 
His written speeches were read in every meeting. As he 
was returning from Sambalpur an order under Sec. 144 
issued by the District Magistrate was served, on him in the 
train, even though he had no programme to interrupt 
the journey at Balasore. Thus wherever he went restri- 
ctions under Sec. 144 were imposed on him. 

He returned to Puri where again Sec. 144 was clamp- 
ed on him and a number of his associates in Puri Rice 
Export Committee. Undaunted by these measures of 
the Government he was attending the meetings of the 
District, Provincial and All India Congress Committees 
as well as District and Provincial Politica Conferences 
and through his speeches and writings invoking the people 
to carry on the work of the Congress peacefully undeterred 
by the arrest of Gandhiji. 

In February 1922 Pandit Gopabandhu along 
with Pandit Lingaraj Misra went on a Short visit to 
Bombay where they became guests of the Servants 
of India Society. Their presence roused the interest 
of the people of Bombay in the problems of 
Orissa. They had earlier read actounts .in the 
Press of the new educational experiment conducted 
iimder his leadership at Sakhigopal. At their request 
Pandit Gopabandhu addressed a meeting explaining how 
Orissa had lost her pristine gtory, how though fragmented 
by the British administration, with different parts tied to 
four different provinces, and suffering every year from 
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flood and famine, she was still carrying on with the rest 
of India the struggle for freedom. He explained in detail, 
the educational ideals underlying the Satyabadi School and 
how it had been converted into a national institution. 
He drew sympathetic admiration of the people of Bombay 
and rich donations for relief work came forth from 
different sections of the people, particularly from the 
industrial dnd commercial houses of Bombay. 

He returned to Orissa to find his people in a state 
of tension and excitement. The non-co-operation move- 
ment was in full swing and the frequent and indiscriminate 
imposition of Sec. 144 had hardly quelled the enthusiasm 
of young men and women who faced prosecution and 
courted arrest cheerfully. The message of mnon- 
cooperation reached even the interiors of the feudatory 
States. In ‘the Zamindary of Kanika, the people revolted 
against unwarranted rise in taxation and imposition of 
new taxes. “ The corfupt ways adopted at the time of land 
settlement roused extreme bitterness in them. The Raja 
agreed to look into these grievances only after they paid 
the taxes. The people refused to pay any tax though 
the non-cooperators, too, persuaded them to pay in the 
interest of maintaining peace. The Raja let loose terri- 
ble persecution. Innocent peasants were fired at leading 
to death of meny. .Many were injured with bullets and 
Jethal Weapons.” People were arrested in large numbers, 
women molested, houses set fire to and looted. A reign 
of terror was let loose. But the fight against tyranny 
went on. The Raja started a number of defamation 
cases against Pandit Gopabandhu whose paper, the 
“Samaj”, published ghastly accounts of tyranny in 
Kanika. The P. C. C. in its meeting at Balasore set up 
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a Committee to enquire into the allegation of the tenants 
of Kanika and Pandit Gopabandhu, as the President of 
the P. C. C., started for Kanika. At Bhadrak he was 
served with an order under section 144 not to address 
any meeting within the Sub-Division. Undeterred, 
Gopabandhu addressed a closed door meeting of the 
Subdivisional Political Conference and returned: to 
Satyabadi after a brief visit to Jalegwar. On ‘his way to 
Satyabadi he was served with a notice under section 144 
expelling him from the Balasore ‘district. From Satya- 
badi he went to Puri where he received the notice from 
S. D. O. Bhadrak, stating that a case had been started 
against him for violating Sec. 144 at Bhadrak. A.couple 
of days later on the 31st morning he was arrested under 
the orders of the District Magistrate for having organis- 
ed Utkal Independence Service Corps. On” seeing the 
warrant he said “I have been waiting for 4¥#$ for a long 
time.” He was given a tearful and loving send-off by the 
people of Puri at the Puri railway station. As he bade 
them farewell he asked them and through them his 
countrymen to continue to follow the dictates of 
Gandhiji, demand enquiry into the unprecedented tyranny 
let loose by the Zamindar of Kanika and called upon them 
not to be carried away by petty selfish interests but to 
take to the path of service and sagrifice. Tears were 
flowing down his cheeks as he parted swith them with 
these words of advice. 

Soon after Gopabandhu’s arrest police carried 
ou searches of the Ashram at Puri, Gopabandhu’s resi- 
dence at Satyabadi, his home at Suando. A few docu- 
ments and letters pertaining to organization of Congress 
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activities and formation of Volunteer Corps at different 
places in Orissa were seized. 

On the 26th June 1922, the judgment on the case 
instituted against him under Sec. 107 of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act was delivered sentencing him to 
2 years’ simple imprisonment. He was also sentenced to 
6 months’ imprisonment for having violated Sc. 144 at 
Bhadrak. But both,the sentences, it was ordered, would 
run concurrently. As the defamation suit started by the 
Zamindar of Kanika was still continuing, he was kept 
in Cuttack Jail till 23rd January 1923. But the case was 
withdrawn unconditionally by the prosecution because 
of the apprehension that continuance of the case would 
lead to disclosure of the sordid acts of oppression that 
took place in Kanika. Gopabandhu lodged an emphatic 
protest against the order of the Magistrate permitting the 
withdrawal ofthe case. 

On the 24th January, 1923, as he came out of the 
Cuttack jail to be taken to Hazaribag jail in Bihar tear- 
fully he said, “Now I go from Orissa.” 

In moving and memorable verses he has recorded 
his deep sense of sorrow on the occasion in a poem 
entitled ‘Bandir Atmakatha’ or ‘The Autobiography of 
a Prisoner’. 

In the Hazaribag jail, Gopabandhu spent his time 
studying the original Sanskrit Edition of the Mahabharat 
and Shrimad Bhagabat regularly. The thought of the 
country and particularly of Utkal often engrossed his 
mind. He received the loving guidance of his reputed 
co-prisoner, Jagadguru Sankaracharya Bharatikrishna 
Tirtha Swami. He also composed the poem ‘Bandir 
Athmakatha’ ( The Autobiography of a Prisoner ), 
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Dharmapada (A balladic poem on the self-sacrifice 
of Dharmapada, the legendary boy architect. of 
the Sun Temple at Konarak who died a mar- 
tyr’s death), Go Mahatmya ( The greatness of cows ), 
Nachiketa Upakhyana based on the Upanishadic story 
of Nachiketa and Kara Kabita (The Poem written in 
Prison). He endeared himself to all inmates as well as 
the wardens and other employees in the Jail through his 
simplicity and loving helpfulness and transformed the 
character of many through his noble example. Every 
Wednesday he used to observe silence and meditate or 
write poems. Even after his release he continued to 
obesrve silence on Wednesday. 

Sri Ananta Misra who had been Gopabandliu’s 
close associate particularly in organising Oriya schools 
in Singhbhum was a prisoner with him for sometime. 
He discovered the manuscript of ‘Bandit “Atmakatha’ 
among. Gopabandhu’s poems and when he came out 
of the jail he got it published and circulated. It stirred 
the hearts of Oriyas, young and old, with patriotism and 
moved them to tears. “‘Gopabandhu Day” was obser- 
ved on the 26th June, 1923 by his sorrowing compatri- 
ots all over Utkal. A brief biography of his was cir- 
culated and copies of his photographs were distributed 
among the people. A 

After two years on the 26th Jtne, 1924, Gopa- 
bandhu was released from the Hazaribag Jail. 

- Immediately after his release, Gopabandhu procee- 
ded. to attend the Utkal Provincial Conference, then 
being held at Cuttack under the presidentship of the 
eminent scientist and patriot Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Ray. All were overwhelmed with joy when the beloved 
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leader Gopabandhu appeared in their midst. It was on 
this occasion that Acharya Prafulla Chandra in his 
speech referred to Gopabandhu as the “Jewel of Utkal” 
or “Utkal Moni”. Since that day Gopabandhu has 
been known throughout the length and breadth of Orissa 
and in fact wherever Oriyas are, as Utkalmoni. 

The years of his absence had been years of compara- 
tive inactivity in Crissa in the political sphere. The 
District Congress Committees had ceased to function 
effectively. His beloved institution the Satyabadi School 
was in a totterring condition. 

Gopabandhu, as the President of the Provincial 
Congress Committee, set about revitalising the Congress 
organisation at the district and subdivisional levels. 
He reconstituted the District Congress Committees and 
activised-~them. The Congress again bccamc an active 
force. He tried to raise subscriptions for Satyabadi 
School and set it again on a strong footing though, as has 
been said before, the school started irretrievably moving 
along the path of disaster from the time it was declared 
a National Vidyapitha and had to be ultimately sus- 
pended in 1926. 

Gopabandhu decided to bring out the “Samaj” 
from Puri and in January 1925 he shifted the Satyabadi 
Press to. Puri." Hechad also planned to bring out an 
English weekly too and wanted his beloved disciple 
Pandit Krupasindhu Misra to assist him. But unfortu- 
nately, Pandit Misra passed away untimely in February, 
1926. His death was a tremendous shock to Gopabandhu. 

On the 22nd April, the Mahant Maharaj of Emar 
Math gave a garden party in honour of the Governor of 
Bihar and Orissa who was then residing in the summer 
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resort at Puri. Elaborate arrangements were made on 
the occasion and a sum of Rs. 1000/- was spent. This 
embittered the people of Puri who felt that such a 
large amount should not have been spent over a 
party when very little had been done to alleviate the 
distress of the people during the drought in 1924 ‘and 
the heavy flood in 1925. A meeting to protest against 
this lavish party was organised the same evening. 
Pandit Gopabandhu was to address the meeting but 
the District Magistrate imposed restrictions on him 
under Section 144 Cr. P. C. and prevented him from 
addressing the meeting. 7 

The year 1925 saw one of the worst floods that 
ever visited the Puri district. From June to the last 
week of August for nearly three months flood water 
covered many parts of the district leading to indescribable 
suffering of thousands of people. Pandit Gepabandhu 
along with Acharya Harihar and a number of volunteers 
moved from village to village wading tbrough water and 
mud and at times by boat bringing relief to thousands who 
had nothing to eat. He tried to keep up the morale of the 
people. On return to Puri, he organised a public meeting 
where he described the miserable condition of the flood- 
stricken people and appealed for generous help. The 
President of the meeting, the Mahant Maharaj of Emar 
Math donated a sum of two thousand rupees. Other 
donations followed. 

The Puri Flood Relief Committee soon after held a 
meeting and it was resolved to open spinning centres 
and weaving centres in flood-affected areas to provide 
employment to the people where lands remained cover- 
ed by flood water. The Khadi Pratisthan of Bengal 
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came forward to render necessary help and. Gopabandhu 
established the Puri Charkha Relief Organisation which 
proved a sound institution giving help and succour 
at the time of drought and flood to hundreds of people. 


The ravages of flood in 1925 far exceeded the 
suffering brought on people by the drought in 1924. 
Gopabandhu frantically sent appeals for help to Maha- 
tma Gandhi and Rev. C. F. Andrews. Mahatma Gandhi 
had visited Orissa in 1924 in the month of August at the 
invitation of Gopabandhu. He had been deeply moved 
by the sights of suffering that he saw in Orissa and he 
had written about these in ‘Young India’ as well as 
about the impressive relief activities organised by Gopa- 
bandhu. Fev. C. F. Andrews, too, moved by the accounts 
given uy Gopabandhu had written feelingly on famine 
conditions in Orissa. 

So when the appeal of Gopabandhu reached them 
they prompily responded. At Mahatma Gandht’s 
instance Rev. C. F. Andrews visited Orissa on the 4th 
October, 1925. Undeterred by heavy rains, he acco- 
mpanied Gopabandhu to flood-affected villages of the 
Puri district. He was moved to tears at the sight of 
the flood-stricken people emaciated and almost dying 
of ‘starvation. _For four days and nights, inspite of all 
hardships, the two, Rev. C. F. Andrews who came to be 
known in Orissa as Dinabandhu (the friend of the poor 
and the distressed) and Gopabandhu moved at great 
risks to themsclves among the people and reached 
Satyabadi School on the 8th October. Rev. Andrews wrote 
a inoving letter to Gandhiji from Satyabadi and left for 
Calcutta that evening. Tears rolled down his cheeks 
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help the distressed people. May god biess you” 

In 1926, towards the end of the month of August, 
the three districts of Puri, Cuttack and Balasore again 
suddeniy faced calamitous flood. Gopabandhu was 
then in Ganjam spreading the message of Khadi and 
organising spinning and weaving centres in the district 
of Ganjam which had. long been reputed for handspun 
silk and cotton cloth. On receiving frantic calls from 
the coastal districts, he wanted to hurry back. But 
illness stood in his way. He asked thetried and trusted 
workers of Puri Charkha Relief Organisation to go to the 
distressed people, and asked for latest information 
about Cuttack from Shiri Bhagirathi Mahapatra and 
about Balasore from Shri Harekrishna Malhatab. 
However the flood receded soon. a 

Earlier that year, the Congress Organisation in 
Orissa had faced a critical situation. Some Congress- 
men brought forward a proposal that Congress as a 
party should set up candidates for election to the Pro- 
vincial Council. Gopabandhu was opposed to it but 
as the majority in the Provincial Executive of the 
Congress favoured the proposal, as a disciplined worker 
he agreed to it. Selection of candidates, organisation of 
election activities and control and direction of activities 
of elected members, were all left to the responsibility: 
of Gopabandhu. Gopabandhu agreed to accept the 
responsibility only on certain conditions. The condi- 
tions were as follows: 

(1) The election work is to be carried on under 
the supervision of a Council Committee formed by. the 
Provincial Congress Committee. 
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(2) Aftcr the election, the Council Committee 
will direct as well as evaluate the activities of the 
members elected to the Council. 

(3) Every Council member shall have to sub- 
scribe Rs. 10/- per month to meet the expenses of the 
Committee. 

(4) Each member of the Council or Assembly 
must submit to the Council Committee, a quarterly 
report of his activities inside and outside the Council. 

(5) Each member shall try to organise a Voters’ 
Association in his Constituency with the help of the 
Committee. 

Gopabandhu wanted these conditions set forth by 
him to be conveyed to the candidates and stated that 
he would take up the responsibility offered to him if 
the majority of the candidates accepted them. And 
thus for the‘ first time some members. entered the 
Council and the ‘Assembly as representatives of the 
Congress Party. 

However Gopabandhu valued the role of a devo- 
ted social worker and a fighter of freedom more than 
that of a legislator. Since his youth he had been feeling 
the need of an organisation which would enable workers 
imbued with the spirit of service and sacrifice to 
work devotedly for the cause of the country and the 
people unhindered by financial or other worries of 
family life or personal and material ambitions. He had 
started the Utkal Youth Association at Cuttack and 
later the organisation at Satyabadi with a view to 
achieving the noble purpose. But his aim still remained 
to be fully realized, In 1920, on the advice of Sri A. V. 
‘“hakkar, propularly known in Orissa as Thakkar Bapa, 
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he corresponded with the Rt. Hon’ble Shrinivas Shastri 
to transfer Satyabadi School to the care and responsi- 
bility of the Servants of India Society. However with 
the starting of the non-cooperation movement in which 
Gopabandhu and his colleagues got involved, the 
proposal did not make any headway. 

Gopabandhu’s first contact with the Servants of 
the People Society founded by Lala Lajpat Rai, the 
Lion of the Punjab, had begun in 1919 when Shri 
Mohanlal, one of the trusted associates of Lala Lajpat 
Rai came to Orissa to work in the flood-affected areas. 
He had been sent by Lalaji who was deeply stirred by 
the accounts of suffering of the people given by Rev. 
C. F. Andrews in important newspapers. 

In 1920, at the Calcutta Session of the Congress 
Gopabandhu met Lala Lajpat Rai for tne first time. 
The Lion of the Punjab with his fiery revolutionary 
spirit, dedicated sense of devotion and humanity and 
tenderness made an indelible impression on the mind of 
Gopabandhu. In 1925, Lala Lajpat Rai paid a visit to 
Puri in connection with establishment of a branch of 
Hindu Mahasabha and stayed at the ‘Samaj’ Press where 
he was hosted by Gopabandhu’s close associates Pandit 
Lingaraj Misra and Sri Radhanath Rath who were 
considerably drawn towards Lalaji’s majestic personality 
as a result of the close contact they had with him 
during those days. It is interesting to note that for all 
his admiration for Lalaji, Gopabandhu did not under- 
take the responsibility of organising the Hindu Maha- 
sabha though in a letter to him Lalaji had offered to 
give him the entire charge of the Hindu Mahasabha 
work in the province. In 1926, Gopabandhu had ano- 
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ther mceting with Lalaji at Calcutta, during which the 
latter invited him to join the Servants of the People 
Society as a member. Lalaji appreciated the inde- 
pendence of spirit of the dedicated patriot of Utkal and 
lovingly told him, “Gopabandhu, as a member of 
the Society you will carry on the very same activitics 
you have been engaged in during the last fifteen years. 
It will be extremely fortunate for us to get you as a 
member. tis my belief that this will facilitate ycur 
work in Orissa. Working as a member of the Society 
your activities will acquire the character of organised 
efforts of a group ora society. There will be no impedi- 
‘ments inthe way of your personal freedom and opinion. 
Gopabandhu responded to Lalaji’s ‘appeal and joined 
the Society in the month of February, 1926. He hoped 
that_byx.doing so he would be able to put public acti- 
vities in Orissa on a more organised footing. Lalaji 
held a different opinion on Council entry but Gopa- 
bandhu carried on his activities in the light of his own 
personal views. He took a house on rent at Cuttack 
and started a branch of the Society. He looked upon 
the “Samaj”, founded by him, as the paper published 
on behalf of the Servants of the People Society. The 
Orissa Relief Fund was started under the auspices of the 
Society. Four .centrss for pounding paddy were esta- 
blished in the aréas affected by famine in the districts 
of Cuttack and Puri. The movement for the eradication 
of untouchability was launched with the help of a- 
number of devoted workers. Literacy centres were 
established to educate the humble untouchables and co- 
operatives were established to help them economically. 
Gopabandhu’s activities were not limited to Orissa. 
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In Calcutta, too, among the labourers, similar construc- 
tive activitics were undertaken. Pandit Lingaraj Misra, 
his devoted lieutenant, was inducted into the Servants of 
the People Society to assist him as a member. All 
activities of the Society in Orissa were carried on under 
the direction of Gopabandhu. In 1928 Gopabandhu 
attended the annual conference of the Society held at 
Lahore and was elected Vice-President of the Society. 
Sri Nandakishore Das and Sri Mathurananda Moha- 
nty also joined the Society as members of the Society 
soon after but subsequently they resigned. 


Thus began a relationship of love and mutual 
regard between the Jewel of Utkal and the Lion of the 
Punjab, two dedicated servants of Mother India, which 
ended only with the death of Gopabandhu. ~#healetters 
written by Gopabandhu to Lalaji not only reveal the 
cleep regard and love he had for Lalaji but also bring 
out his own unassuming spirit, his sense of service and 
discipline, and his constant preoccupation with the 
problems of the people. In course of his reply to the 
letter of Lalaji condoling the death of his elder brother 
Narayan Das, he wrote “I have absolutely no desire 
to earn name and fame in the country. I am ever 
ready to cdo whatever work and render whatever service 
I can to the best of my ability. I regard miyself as 
the life-long servant of the people and with God over- 
head 1 have served my people in my own light. I have 
joined the Socicty because I have faith that with your 
co-operation I will be able to serve God and men better. 
A public servant must always consider all his time and 
thought, power and property and intellectual ability as 
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the property of the people. Any neglect of public work 
isin my eye theft and as such condemnable”. 

In another letter, written on the 16th May, 1928, 
Gopabandhu, now worn out in health and yet planning to 
go round propagating against the Simon Commission 
which was to visit Orissa soon after, writes, “You know 
it is our duty to serve the poor and the downtrodden. 
These exploited people are the backbone of the nation. 
When we are their servants, is it not our duty to serve 
them till death ?” 

His last letter to Lalaji written nine days before 
his death reveals his unique sense of humility. Lalaji 
had asked for a photograph of his for publication in his 
(Lalaji’s ) book “Unhappy India”. Gopabandhu ex- 
pressed regret that he had none to give. Was it a coinci- 
dencs wu: 1928 saw the deaths of these two great patriots 
tied to each other in a bond of great affection ? 

Soft and sensitive, the tragic lots of the widows 
deeply moved him, and he made efforts to amelioratc 
their distress. Widow re-marriage was always enc- 
couraged by him. He persuaded many young men to 
take oath to marry young widows. A number of widow- 
remarriages took place. He decided to open a number 
of Widow-Homes to afford shelter and provide training 
in art.and crafts’ as well as education to forlorn widows, 
and thereby prevent them from yielding to any tempta- 
tion to be corrupt. In 1926 at Puri he established a. 
Widow Home named “Jagannath Ashram”. Widows 
irrespective of caste and creed were housed in it. A 
number of Bengalee widows, too, found shelter in this 
Widow Home. He also tried to inspire them to parti- 
cipate in patriotic social service activities. 
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In the beginning of the month of July, 1927 Gopa- 
bandhu shifted Satyabadi Press from Puri to Cuttack, 
which he viewed as the Capital of Orissa and the 
centre of all political activities. 

It was as if fate drew him to Cuttack as the district 
was going to face unprcedented disaster in 1927 in the 
form of a flood which for its suddenness and destruc- 
tiveness was unparalleled by any flood of the past. Hard- 
ly had people recovered from the flood and famine 
conditions of 1925 and 1926 when the terrible flood 
appeared all of a sudden taking all unawares, leading to 
destruction of countless houses and death of many in 
Jajpur, Kendrapara as well as in many parts of the 
district of Balasore. Trains stopped running from Cal- 
cutta to Puri on July 19. There was hardly any news of 
flood-affected areas for days together. It was.as_ if a 
deluge had overtaken a most populous and prosperous 
part of Orissa. From Vaitarani Road to Manjuri Road, 
the railway track remained submerged. Government 
officers sent for relief work could only helplessly watch 
the holocaust caused by the flood. Gopabandlu who 
received the information by wire about the unforeseen 
calamity rushed to the area with food articles acco- 
mpanied by Pandit Lingaraj and other trusted colleagues 
of his. The flood water had begun to recede and he 
and his friends listened with tears to the harrowing tales 
of suffering of the rich and the poor alike. The condi- 
tions were worse in the Bhadrak subdivision. For apart 
from the Vaitarani & the Brahmani,the Budhabalanga and 
the Subarnarekha too were in spate. The Governor- 
General who was to come on a visit to Orissa had to 
cancel his visit. The Central Assembly passed a resolution 
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expressing its sympathy for the suffering of the peopie 
affected by the unprecedented floods in Gujrat, Orissa 
and Sind and conveyed a copy of it to Gopabandhu. 
In his reply Gopabandhu thanked the Assembly for the 
expression of sympathy and wrote, “Orissa demands 
permanent measures against flood havoc”. 

Or the 12th August 1927, the Orissa Flood Relicf 
Committee was formed in a public meeting held in 
Cuttack Town Hall. Gopabandhu was appointed as 
the General Secretary of the Committee. The Committce 
appealed for donations and money flowed in from 
different parts of the country. Volunteers were deputed 
by Gopabandhu to render relief to the flood-stricken 
people. He himself moved from village to village 
supervising relief work and distributing food and cloth- 
ing.am<ang the distressed. Lala Lajpat Rai moved by 
the accounts given by Gopabandhu, issued an appeal 
along with other leaders in the Central Legislature. Dis- 
cussions were held regarding Orissa flood in the Bihar 
and Orissa Legislative Council. All these drew the 
sympathetic attention of the people all over India and 
contributions poured in for the relief work. Gopa- 
bandhu organised sale centres for rice and paddy at 
subsidised rates in the affected areas, opened paddy 
pounding centres to provide labour for wage earners. 
Houses were built for the homeless. Medicines were 
distributed among the sick and arrangements made for 
their treatment at many places. Gopabandhu coordi- 
nated. the activities of other voluntary organisations, 
such as Bharat Seva Sangha, Gujrati & Marwari Relief 
Societies, Calcutta Brahmo Samaj, Kharagpur Oriya 
Samaj invited by him to carry on relief work. An All 
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Orissa Flood Conference was held at Cuttack. Besides, 
District and Thana-wise Flood Conferences were held 
to discuss the flood problem and press for permanent 
measures for the solution of the flood problem. Gopa- 
bandhu participated in these Conferences and cliscussed 
the flood problem with different sections of the people. 
An Orissa Flood Committee was formed. Commi- 
ttees were also formed at the district ard thana levels. 
A Committee was formed with Gopabandhu as Chair- 
man to present evidence before the Flood Expert 
Committee appointed by the Government. The 
Committee highly appreciated the evidence given by 
Gopabandhu supported as it was amply by relevant 
data and statistics. Mahatma Gandhi, Rev. C. F. 
Andrews and other eminent leadcrs also visited Orissa 
{to observe the distressed. condition of the peeple=at. the 
invitation of Gopabandhu. Thus tirelessly, he worked 
day in and day out for the flood-striken people. The 
stress and strain wore him out physically. Uncharita- 
ble comments of some jealous compatriots hurt him 
considerably but he continued to work unremittingly 
till his death. 

He had made Cuttack the centre of all his activi- 
ties. The “Samaj” was coming out from. Cuttack. The. 
Office of the Orissa Flood Relief Committee was located 
at Cuttack. The Provincial Congress Committee had 
its Headquarters at Cuttack. It was at this time that he 
received a terrible shock. His beloved elder brother 
Narayan Das who had been like a father to him and 
taken entire charge of all family responsibilities, thus 
rendering him free to work for the people, passed away. 
Gopabandhu broke down under the burden of the sor- 
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row. He could hardly decide what to do. Finally he 
decided to return to his dear Bakula groves of Satyabadi 
and spend his last days there. He would then be able 
to look after his property at Suando and also attend to 
the school at Satyabadi. Accordingly he shifted to 
Satyabadi where the school underwent a reorganisation 
under his direction. A section was opened to train 
young people to render service to the people, particu- 
larly to take up rural uplift work in a systematic manner. 
A Brahmacharya Ashramaiwas opened to inculcate moral 
discipline among the young and impart spiritual training 
to them. 

On the death of his brother he wrote a moving 
article in the “Samaj” dated the 26th November, 1927 
which revealed his deep love and regard for him. He 
describstthe selfless character and the deep patriotism 
of his brother who according to him was “more swadeshi” 
than himself and whose boundless love for him made it 
possible for him to “confidently and remorselessly 
devote all his cncrgy, time, and attention to public 
service.” He closed the account with these moving 
words : “I appeal to my countrymen to forgive me if 
I am not able hereafter to render service to them as effi- 
ciently as I could in the past, due to the demise of my 
elder brother. “Everything depends upon God, 1 have 
dedicated myscif to Him. I console myself with the 
hope that wheicver and in whatever condition I may be, 
I will find peace of mind by carrying out God’s will and 
directions. 1 have been deprived of my brother Nara- 
yan’s love and affection in this life but I know that there 
is always a place of deep love in the eternal lap of the 
great father, the Merciful Lord Narayana. This faith 
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has sustained me so far. My only prayer at the feet of 
the Lord is that this faith of mine may abide in me for 
ever. I fervently seek this blessing from the people of 
my country.” 

Gopabandhu’s deep love for the village had led 
him to work unceasingly for rural uplift all his life. He 
had chosen to establish his school in the heart of the 
countryside to reform the villages, remove*the darkness 
of ignorance and spread the light of learning, eradicate 
the crippling evil customs and remove poverty through 
spread of cottage crafts. He had chosen for his speeches 
and writings the language of the people. He spoke to 
them in their language and wrote his editorials as well as 
his poetry in their language. His political activities had 
forced him to shift to Puri and later to Cuttack 
but now the return to the lap of the countrysidy*sseshed 
him and filled his life-long desire to live in peace in the 
Bakul and Chhuriana groves of Sakhigopal. Simple 
in his food and clothing, he moved among the common 
people like one of them trying to root out untouchability, 
casteism and all forms of orthodoxy from among them, 
propagating the message of nationalism, telling them 
to combat the terrible diseases that afflicted them from 
time to time like Cholera and Malaria, sinculcating in 
the mthe spirit of co-operation and sélf-herp and carrying 
to them the message of love and non-violence of Mahatma 
Gandhi as well as his cult of Khadi. He per- 
Suaded them to open spinning centres and revive 
Bhagabat Ghars (Centres for recital of Shrimad Bhaga- 
vat), to follow Gandhiji’s message of prohibition and 
spend the money saved thereby on healthy pursuits.« He 
had accepted Gandhij’s ideal of austerity and 
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when on being asked by him to purchase a pair of dhotis 
for him Acharya Harihar brought a pair of superior 
handspun cloth of Narsinghpur at a cost of a rupee and 
a quarter he burst into tears and said “‘Harihar, you have 
wasted so much money on a pair of cloth !” 

No doubt he could not confine himself to Satyabadi 
always but had to visit Cuttack and other places in con- 
nection with ‘his various activities. Besides he hac to 
bear the strains of looking after his own landed pro- 
perty. All these badly affected his health.He became 
emaciated and was frequently attacked by his long- 
standing ailment, piles. But he hardly took any rest in 
spite of the remonstrances of his friends. Nor did he 
take nourishing food, for he could hardly persuade 
himself to forgct the starving millions of his country. 

oan. April 12, 1928 he started for Lahore in the 
company of his associate Pandit Lingaraj Mishra, who 
was also a member of the Servants of the People Society 
from Orissa to attend the annual meeting of the Society. 
He arrived at Lahore on the 22nd April in the company 
of Lala Lajpat Rai who accompanied him from Delhi. 
The annual meeting ended on the 28th April. He had 
fever when he started from Lahore to return to Sakhigopal 
via Calcutta.. He had very high fever and was practi- 
cally, senseless" wher: he arrived at Howrah. With great 
difficulty his devoted associate Pandit Lingaraj got him 
carried to the Puri Express. He nursed him carefully 
and administered necessary medicine but Gopabandhu’s 
condition hardly improved. Though earlier Gopa- 
bandhu had decided to stop at Balasore to look into the 
supply of materials for house construction in flood- 
stricken areas of the district, he was taken to Satyabadi 
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as desired Jater by him. On the 30th April he reached 
Satyabadi with raging fever which was detected te be 
Typhoid. After nearly four weeks he recovered. Though 
weak, after taking rest for a few days, he again cngaged 
himself in public activities. 


fhe Last Days of Gopabandhu. 


While a student at Calcutta, as has been said earlier, 
Gopabadhu had taken keen interest in the welfare 
of the labourers, particularly the Oriya labourers in the 
Jute mills and Textile mills. He had instilled a degree 
of self-respect, a sense of identity into them, organised 
them, opened night schools to educate them and formed 
societies for their cultural development. From 1920 
to his death in 1928 he systematically worked with the 
assistance of his chief associate Pandit Lingraj Mesa for 
greater cohesion and co-operation among the poor 
labourers of Calcutta and their development in every 
way. Labour Associations were established to further 
the interest of the labourers and spread the light of 
education in them. He was deeply concerned also about 
the welfare of the labourers in Jamshedpur as well as 
in the tea gardens of Assam. The cause of the labourers 
who went out to serve in the rice fields of Burma also 
drew his sympathetic interest. ତ # 

On the 3rd June, 1928 after a period of dines 
Gopabandhu, in response to pressing requests from some 
labour leaders of Calcutta, arrived at Calcutta in 
connection with work relating to labour organisations 
there and was welcomed by thousands of Oriyas. He 
was received there by the Secretary of the Labour Union 
of Oriyas working in the textile mills in the Burrabazar 
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area. Though arrangements had been made for his 
comfortable stay elsewhere he chose to stay in a house 
in Premchand Baral Street where more than 200 Oriya 
labourers lived, as he wanted to observe at close quarters 
the life of his poor compatriots in Calcutta. The build- 
ing was no doubt a three-storeyed one, but the ventilation 
was very poor. There was hardly any light. Twelve to 
fourteen men lived in each room of 103 x 103’ size. The 
rooms were filled with all sorts of things. On the floor, in 
the corners, along the ceiling, multitudes of lice and bugs 
moved about making it impossible for one to sleep. But 
Gopabandhu chose to remain in one such room along with 
the poor Oriya Jabourers and laid the foundation of a 
strong labour organisation to protect the rights of the 
labourers and help them when they were persecuted by the 
pe™e#for no fault of theirs or by others of the locality. 
Shortly after; he placed his beloved colleague Pandit 
Lingraj Misra in charge of the labour organisation in 
Calcutta and returned to Satyabadi. This was his last 
visit to the labourers outside Orissa, his last effort to 
consolidate them. He wanted to send Pandit Lingraj to 
Ahmedabad, Bombay and Kanpur for studying the 
labour movements in those industrial cities, and then 
place him permanently in Calcutta in charge of the wel- 
fare of the the labourers But it was destined to be 
cotherwise. Thé conditions in which he stayed in 
Calcutta affected his already worn-out body. As soon 
as he reached Satyabadi on the 11th June he was down 
with fever. On the 12th the victory of the Satyagraha 
movement of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was to be cele- 
brated all over the country. Gopabandhu had earlier 
appealed to his countrymen through the “Sama/” to 
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hold processions and meetings on the occasion and col- 
lect funds in aid of the peasants of Bardoli. He had 
sent his workers to Puri to arrange a meeting which he 
had planned to address. But his fever did not allow 
him to go to Puri. On the 13th, a number of workers 
came to Satyabadi to see him. Gopabandhu burst into 
tears when he saw these workers. Just then the doctor 
in charge of Satyabadi Dispensary, who had been treating 
him, arrived. On seeing him Gopabandhu said “Doctor, 
please remember one thing. I do not weep when 1 fall 
ill; why is it then that tears flowed down my eyes today ? 
You know I am a bit of a poet. i remember a couple 
of lines : 

‘How long can 1 drive this frail and worn-out bark 
of my body in the ocean of life ?? Please attend to this a 
bit. I am feeling as if my heart is gradually sou g.” 
Everybody tried to console him and assure him that it 
was only Malaria that he was suffering from. He should 
not worry about it. 

In spite of his weakness he continued to attend to 
his correspondence. He wrote a letter to a co-worker in 
the “Samaj?” office, ona defamation case instituted against 
him and Pandit Lingaraj for something he had written on 

Parikud. He had also sent an editorial article for pub- 
lication in the “Samaj”. He propcsed to send another 
the following day. He felt that his health had been 
shattered and he would not be able to leave Satyabadi 
thereafter. But he had a religious sense of self-surren- 
der. He writes towards the end of that letter “Any way 
God’s will be done.” 

At this time, when his life was ebbing away, Gopa- 
bandhu received a touching letter from Sri Madhusudan 
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Das making anxious enquiries about his health. The 
vetefan leader’s great trust and love for Gopabandhu is 
revealed in the letter. He enclosed a note on the econo- 
mic condition of Orissa for the perusal of Gopabandhu. 
Older than Gopabandhu and feeling that his days were 
numbered Madhusudan wrote to Gopabandhu in that 
letter. ‘You are the only person with whom 1 should 
like to pray in my deathbed. Take care of your health.” 

Destiny willed it otherwise. The younger man 
died earlier and Madhusudan remained to mourn for 
him. 

On the morning of the 16th June, Gopabandhu’s 
illness took a bad turn. The doctor suspected that 
typhoid had relapsed. The Civil Surgeon of Puri was 
called in for his treatment. He felt that the patient’s 
heart Was very weak and he should not be allowed to sit 
up. Wires were sent to Gopabandhu’s elder son-in-law 
Ratnakar Pati and Radhanath Rath to come 
from Cuttack. His close associates Pandit Nilakantha, 
Acharya Harihar, Pandit Lingraj, Ramchandra Rath 
and other colleagues were by his bed side. He 
requested Pandit Nilakantha to be always by his side. 
At about midnight on the 16th his heart began to palpi- 
tate badly and he began to gasp for breath. The Civil 
Surgeon was callec in next morning. After examining 
him he declared “No hope. The iast moment has arrived.” 
He prescribed certain injections and left with the warn- 
ing, “7 P. M., 11 P. M., and 4 A. M. are the critical 
hours.” Sri Jagabandhu Singh, and Banamali Das of Puri 
and others of Satyabadi were by his bed side that day. 
Though he was fast approaching his end, Gopabandhu’s 
mind was quite clear and his face was bright as usual. 
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Whatever he spoke, he spoke clearly, firmly and spiritedly. 
He asked his friend Jagabandhu Singh to “forgive and 
forget” and told him that differences taking place accord- 
ing to time and circumstances and nature of work shouid 
not be remembered. At 1 A. M. on the advice of all who 
had gathered round him, Pandit Lingaraj asked him if he 
intended fo say something about his property. He sud- 
denly replied “Yes, 1 have something to say. Please call 
everybody to my side, bring paper and pen, I am dictat- 
ing, please take down”. 

All gathered round his bed as he desired. He 
asked Pandit Lingaraj to take down his will. With 
full consciousness and a clear memory and in a 
firm tone, he dictated his Will which ran to four full 
pages. He placed his property and his family deity, 
Vinod Vihari in charge of a Board of Trustees. He made 
over the “Samaj” and the Satyabadi “Press to the 
Servants of the People Society so that a permanent insti- 
tution of the Society might continue in Orissa. He desired 
that the Society would see to its management and would 
spend all the proceeds on the social, educational, moral 
and political uplift of Orissa. 

While he was dictating the Will, his elder son-in- 
law, Ratnakar Pati and his able young associate 
Radhanath Rath arrived from Cuttack. Qn seeing them 
he said, “I am just dictating my last Wil and Testament 
before death.” When he finished dictating the Will he 
said “You will all do everything after due consideration. 
Now my last moment has come.” It was then 5-30 P.M. 
He began to breathe heavily. A little fruit juice was 
given to him. Then he asked his loving friends and 
co-workers to sit around him and offer prayers. Imme- 
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diately prayers started. He himself, white lying on his 
beds began to pray with his palmsheld together. After 
offering prayer in full consciousness for a short time he 
said, “At times I am feeling pain all over the body. As 
my breath is moving upwards my waist is aching.” 
Acharya Harihar began to lightly massage his waist. 
As he lay in this condition his pulse failed just before 6 O’ 
clock. Repeated injections did not improve his condi- 
tion. Still he retained his consciousness and the face 
continued to remain bright. At last placing his hand 
on his chest he exclaimed, “I wish this upward move- 
ment of the breath would stop.” Within a couple of 
minutes it stopped. He expired at 7-25 P. M. It was 
17th June 1928, the day before the Car festival at Puri, 
known as the Netrotsava Day—the occasion for Nava 
JaurauwDarshan—for seeing the Holy Trinity-Jagannath, 
Valabhadra ad Subhadra in fresh youth. A light went 
out—the like of which Orissa may not see in a thousand 
years. 

The tragic news spread within hours both far and 
near. Thousands of men, women and children poured 
into Satyabadi to have a last glimpse of their beloved 
leader. His dead body decked with garlands of flowers, 
camphor and festoons and draped in the national 
flag was carried “cn a huge procession to his dear 
-Bakula Grove Géhind the Sakhigopal temple and was 
consigned to fire. The vast gathering broke into tears 
as the flame shot up consuming his mortal remains. 

Thus came to an end the epic life of Gopabandhu 
the Jewel of Utkal, the dedicated patriot, the Bhagi- 
ratha of Orissa who brought the sacred stream of natio- 
nalism to flood the hearts and minds of his countrymen. 
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TRIBUTES TO PANDIT GOPABANDHU DAS 


Mahatma Gandhi in ‘Young India” 


“A NOBLE SOUL GONE” 


As I am writing for Young India, { have.a wire from 
Nilkanth Babu advising me of the death at Sakhi- 
gopal of Pandit Gopabandhu Das who was one of the 
noblest among the sons of Orissa, the land of sorrows 
and tears. Gopabandhu Babu had given his all to 
Orissa. I heard of him and his sterling character and 
steadfastness when Sjt. Amritlal Thakar was sent to 
Orissa in 1916 to distribute relief to the famine-striken. 
Sjt. Thakar used to write to me how Gopabanrdhu 
Babu braved inconvenience and disease ‘in struggling 
to help the helpless. He gave up his practice and his 
membership of the Legislative Council during the Non- 
co-operation days and never wavered. What was more 
for him was to stake the existence of his dearest crea- 
tion, the Satyabadi School. He braved the taunts of 
some of his closest friends and persisted to his eternal 
honour in what they considered to be his folly. His 
one ambition in life was to see dismembered Utkal 
united and happy. He had lately become a member 
of Lala Lajpat Rai’s Society and was planning to make 
Khadi an efficient vehicle for the economic relief of 
poverty and flood-stricken Orissa. The country is 
the poorer for the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das. 
Though he is not in our midst in the flesh, he is in our 
midst in the spirit. Let that noble spirit guide the 
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workers of Orissa, let his death result ina large dedica- 
tion to service, greater effort, greater self-effiacement 
and greater unity among the scattered workers who 
are too few for the national requirements. £ tender my 
condolences to the relatives and the many disciples of 


the deceascd patriot.” 


TRIBUTES OF LALA LAJPAT RAI 
IN “THE PEOPLE” 


“The late Pandit Gopabandhu Das of Orissa was 
literally a prince among men. He was possessed of a 
deep religious faith of the extreme orthodox type and 
by his high personal character showed that what helped 
men to be good and pure was not a belief in creeds 
and—dactrines but religion lived. The Will which he 
dictated on nis death bed makes a provision for the 
continuation of his family deval worship. It was 
Mahatma Gandhi’s non-co-operation movement that 
discovered the man. Even before, he had been devo- 
ting his time and money in the service of his people but 
the organisation of the non-co-operation campaign 
found him ready to dedicate himself, solely and exclu- 
sively for the service of his people. He was originally 
a lawyer by profession and a very successful lawyer too, 
who made a good income out of the practice at the bar. 

He gave his all to his people—his body, his purse, 
his talents, his energy and his soul. With the exception 
of Mahatma Gandhi himself I have not come across 
another Indian leader who was so simply clad as 
Gopabandhu used to be ever since the fateful 1920. 
The onty two pieces of cloth he used were his dhoti 
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and his chaddar—hand-spun and hand-woven, of course. 
He had only one dress all the time, be it in private or in 
public, be it in meetings or in courts, in school or in 
the Congress Durbars. He was pre-eminently one who 
lived as he professed—honest, truthful, frank, guileless, 
.sSimple and unostentatious. Among his people he wield- 
ed an influence which was unique. He was the un- 
crowned king of Orissa. At the time of-his death he 
was not young but by no means was he old too. He 
enjoyed a perpetual youth ever willing to work at high 
pressure, to give himself away to the care of the people 
and to be in the forefront of the battle. 

A few months before his death he suffered a 
great shock by the death of his brother which sad 
event once more threw the burden of the family on 
him. He had no family of his own. His wife ond 
sons were dead. His two daughters were married and 
settled. His brother’s family was looked after by the 
brother himself. He wrote to me a very pathetic letter 
on the death of his brother which moved me considera- 
bly and showed the real man in Gopabandhu, religious, 
affectionate, dutiful and selfless. 

I will share with the reader his last letter to me. 
I had written to him to send me his recent photograph 
for the forthcoming illustrated editien of “Unhappy 
India”. He pleaded his inability to comply with my: 
request. Gopabandhu felt shy of the camera-man in 
his life-time, but he was photographed ata time when 
he could offer no resistance, 1. e., after his death. The 
blocks prepared from these photographs are being 
printed elsewhere in this issue. The letter runs as 
follows: 
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Satyabadi, 
Sakhigopal P. O. 
8-6-1928 


My dear Lalaji, 


{I am just in receipt of your letter asking me for 
a recent photo of mine which you want for the illu- 
strated “Urhappy India”. Tam sorry I have no photo 
of mine either recent or old. Some newspapers and 
publishers of annual calendars often wanted my 
photo but I could not give them. I hope to bc excused 
for my failure to comply with this requisition. There is 
no photographer close by to have one prepared. 

1 had been to Calcutta this week in connection 
with the. Oriya labour organization. A Union of 
thcrCriyas has already been formed in Burrabazar. 
I have left Lingaraj (also a life-member of the Ser- 
vants of the People Society—Ed.P) there at present for 
a few days to work out the plan T have laid down. 
The Samaj defamation case against Lingaraj and myself 
is still pending. The relief centres for house reconstruc- 
tion in the flooded areas will be closed by the end of this 
month after which Lingaraj will be permanently posted 
in Calcutta for labour organization. I think he should 
see labour movericnts in Ahmedabad, Bombay and 
Cawnpore for a few days. 

With deepest love and regards, 

Yours affectionately, 
Gopabandhu. 


“I cannot describe what a pleasure it was to me to 
have a co-worker like him in whom I could place the 
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fullest confidence and the fullest trust. He was a man 
of strong convictions but always willing to give way to 
the opinions of those whom he trusted and loved. Oh, 
what a loss to lose such a man ! He leaves behind him his 
two daughters and the daughter and the widow of his 
brother. But the first name in his Will is that of a 
person who is no relation by blood but has been all 
along treated and brought up as a member of the 
family. I 

“The country is to-day very much poorer by the 
death of such a son and the Servants of the People Society 
has lost a leader whose virtues it had just begun to appre- 


ciate and honour” 
LAJPAT RAT” 


=~ 


Netaji’s Tributes a 


Sjt. Subhas Chandra Bose, on hearing the news 
of Gopabandhi’s death said : 


“Pandit Gopabandhu Das may be regarded as 
the father of the National Movement in Orissa. No 
doubt the awakening in Orissa began with Mr. M.S. 
Das, but the latter was dominated to a great extent 
by western ideas and ideals. Pandit’ Gopabandhu 
on the other hand, was thoroughiy national “in his 
outlook. Plain living and high thinking was the motto 
of his life. He spent the best part of his life among his 
poor countrymen in the retreat of Sakhigopal, living a 
life of unostentatious service and piety. There he 
started a school with the help of his countrymen long 
before the Non-co-operation movement. This ` school 
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was conducted along national lines and jt was a centre 
of genuine national thought and activity. 

“ When the wave of Non-co-operation swept over the 
country, Pandit Gopabandhu and his fine band. of work- 
ers plunged headlong into the movement. The school 
was converted into a national institution, independent of 
Government aid and connection and the erstwhile teach- 
chers and’ workers took up whole-heartedly the pro- 
gramme of the Congress. The Khaddar movement 
made considerable headway in the province and Orissa 
for the first time in her history under British rule wit- 
nessed a national awakening of unprecedented magni- 
tude. ˆ 

Several attempts were made by the authorities 
to have Pandit Gopabandhu clapped into prison and 
though some of these failed, he was actually incarcerated 
on ‘bne occassion for two long years. This was some- 
thing new in Orissa and the result of Pandit Gopabandhu’s 
courage and sacrifice was to instil into the hearts of 
young Oriyas a spirit of sacrifice and fearlessness. 

Since his release, Pandit Gopabandhu had been 
working quietly and unostentatiously for the furtherance 
of the national cause and for the uplift of Orissa. He 
loved to work and serve as a recluse and shunned name 
and fame. Whenever famines and floods appeared in 
Orissa,"thé Pandit™was to be found at the head of the 
National Salvation Army of Workers.” 
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PANDIT GOPABANDHU DAS 
By Rev. C. F. Andrews. 


It was at the Bihar Students’ Conference that I 
first met Pandit Gopabandhu Das, many years ago. 
He had come over with the students from Orissa and had 
raised at once the whole Conference by his presence. 
It was at the very height of the non-co-operation move- 
ment, and we were on the tiptoe of expectation, eagerly 
awaiting great events. Even now 1 can remember how 
I was invited personally within a mosque, along with 
Hindus and Parsis during the Conference, and how the 
leader of the Mussalaman community asked’ me to speak 
within the mosque itself on Hindu-Muslim unity. Gopa- 
bandhu was there and spoke also, clad in spotless 
Khadi. It was a deeply heart-stirring occasion of reli- 
gious enthusiasm. At the Conference itself we accepted 
whole-heartedly national education, and +the meeting 
reached a level of spritual fervour that I have rarely 
seen equalled at such assemblies. Gopabandhu Das 
was the soul of the whole gathering of students and I 
could see how their hearts went out in affection to him. 


His Courage 


My thoughts go on to Shantiniketan where he came 
to see me later about the state o1*”things “in ‘Orissa 
He looked so ill, on his arrival, that I tried to get him to 
‘bed at once, but he could not be persuaded to go. Yet 
after a little while the fever, which had been on him all 
the while began to be outwardly visible and his fore-head 
and hands were burning. His temperature was very 
high indeed and he remained with me recovering. It was 
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on such occasions of illness, which became more and 
more frequent with him at the last, that I got to know 
him intimately and to love him as my own brother and 
friend. He would never give way to illness, but would 
battle through it. His courage and endurance were 
indescribable. Yet the cost to his poor human body was 
very. great, and he must have taken heavy toll of his 
reserve of physical strength. 

In Puri I lived with him night and day as his own 
dear friend and guest. It gave him the greatest delight to 
attend to my needs, and his care was boundless. We 
had to go to the flooded area starting out along the 
river which Tuns not far from Puri towards the Chilka 
Lake. Everything was against us. It was impossible 
to obtain a launch, and so we had to go ina country 
boat, the ram was incessant, and we had no shelter. It 
was even a very serious question to decide whether we 
should starts or whether we should wait for the weather 
to clear. Gopabandhu Jeft the decision to me, and 
when I mentioned that the flooded villages needed us all 
the more on account of the continuance of the rain, his 
joy was visible at once. He had been inwardly afraid that 
I might have postponed departure, but had made no 
sign of his own wish in the matter. 


A Beautiful Triit 


That niglit was a memorable one for me. Dark- 
ness had already come on, long before we had reached 
our destination, and the night was so black that the boat- 
man refused to go any further. We were nearly capsized 
again and again while to make for the bank in the pitch 
dark night. At last we reached the shore and passed the 
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night ina shed. After a time some villagers came with 
a lantern and some dry garments. We passed a restless 
night and went on again the next day. The pitiless rain 
came down again as we went in a dug-out from one 
island village to another. Gopabandhu’s endurance was 
quite inexhaustible. His pity for the villagers was 2a 
beautiful things to witness. It kept him up by its very 
intensity. It would be possible to tell , many stories 
about those wonderful days. Here I would only record 
his burning pity. The little children, the poor women, 
the dumb cattle all continually won his sympathy and 
love. He seemed never to be able to leave them. 

It was at that time that I understood best how his 
heart and soul were with the villagers. His duties in 
connection with the ‘Samaj’ press might keep him in 
the towns, either at Puri or at Cuttack, but his whole 
heart was in the villages and with thé village people. 
He lived like them; he dressed like them in every res- 
pect, he kept his life absolutely untouched by luxury like 
their lives; he had also their own faith in God, at once 
simple and profound. When I came back to Orissa 
later, [ found him living in Cuttack under conditions 
of hardships and endurance cven more severe than 
those at Puri. His one great sorrow was that his room 
was so small that he could not accommodate me as well. 
Even though I told him that he need not mind-any in- 
convenience from my side he could not bear to think of 
it and arranged for me at the house of Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu Chowdhury, his friend, instead. Every day, how- 
ever, I used to go across and stay with him and he used 
to come over and stay with me. Our love for, each 
other made it impossible to stay apart very long. < 
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A Pure Soul 

. In character, he was one of the most lovable and 
simple men I have ever known. He had absolutely no 
thought of self when he was helping or serving others. 
There were no limits to the sacrifice he was ready to 
make. His whole spiritual strength quite evidently and 
plainly procceded from his supremc devotion to God. 
Every morning and evening he kept his worship in tact 
and said his prayers without a break, whatever was 
happening. He had the purity of heart of a true Bra- 
hmin, indecd he gave me a living picture of what a 
Brahmin really was. 

His love for me was so deep, that it would move me 

to my own heart’s depth, and his letters to me when I 
was absent from him would breathe just the same affec- 
tion. When 1 had read in the newspaper the news that 
he had passed away, it seemed very difficult at first to 
comprehend it. The land of Orissa has suffered from 
many sorrows; but one of the hardest blows of all has 
been to endure this death of Gopabandhu Das, so soon 
after the death of his own brother. He had a duty left 
by his brother to take care of his brother’s children. 
Now his own friends and relatives will take that charge 
upon themselves in memory of Gopabandhu who so 
devotedly gavc his  o*vn life for his fellowmen”. 


Sj. J. M. Sengupta 


Sj. J. M. Sengupta expressing his sorrow atthe 
death of Pt. Gopabandhu Das said :— 

“I am very much grieved to hear that Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu Das is no more. It is only a few days ago that 
he-appeared to me to be perfectly allright and as usual 
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taking a keen interest inthe work of the Congress and 
particularly of his province. He was the undisputed 
leader of Orissa. It would be really difficult to fill his 
place. It is not often that we get men of the calibre 
of Pandit Gopabandhu Das. Wherever there was any 
distress, and wherever there was any call for self- 
sacrifice for the cause of the poor and of the country 
‘Pandit Gopabandhu was always there.” 


Sj. K. S. Roy 

Sj. Kiron Sankar Roy, Congress leader of Bengal 
said :— 

“I am shocked by the news of the sudden death of 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the supreme leader of Orissa. 
At this juncture of our national life not only Orissa, but 


India is poorer by the untimely death of this selfless 
and untiring servant of the nation”. 


Rev. W. Ottama 
Rev. W. Ottama said :— 


“The sudden news of the passing away of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das has come to me as a shock. On the 
Congress platform TI met the late Pandit on many an 
occasion and have experienced sincere pleasure in work- 
ing along with him. 

Pandit Gopabandhu was a mah who commanded 
respect by his unostentatious mode of living. By his 
death Orissa has really lost a valuable friend and guide, 
and India a true and sincere patriot”. 
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The ‘Hindu, Madras : 


“Pandit Gopabandhu Das, whose death was announ- 
ced on the 18th instant in a Calcutta message, was a 
noted Oriya leader who endeared himself to his people 
by his life-long and devoted services. in the upliftment 
of the backward people of his backward province, he 
deemed no expense too costly and no labour too trying. 
When Mahatma Gandli inaugurated his Khadi move- 
ment, Pandit Gopabandhu Das threw himself heart 
and soul into it and became one of Mahatmaji’s trusted 
Jieutenants. In his death, Orissa loses an invaluable 
worker and philanthropist and the country a tried patriot. 


The Hindustan Times, Delhi; 


The news of the sudden death of Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu Das will come as a great shock to all those 
who knew him—and their number is legion. The late 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das was an unwearying worker in 
the national cause, who preferred, however, to work 
away from the lime-light of publicity. When Lala Laj- 
pat Rai started his Servants of the People Society and 
was on the look-out for capable lieutenants to carry on 
the work of the- Society in the various provincial centres, 
his unerring instinct for spotting out the best men led 
him to choose Pandit Gopabandhu Das as one of his 
trusted co-workers. It was perhaps as a further mark of 
the general esteem in which he was held that Pandit. 
Gopabandhu Das was also appointed the Vice-President 
of the Society. Atthe time of his death the late Pandit 
wag-in charge of the Orissa activities of the Servants 
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of the People Society. Orissa is one of the most back- 
ward of the Indian provinces, yet within the brief period 
that Pt. Gopabandhu was associated with the province, 
lhe was able to do a lot for the uplift of the depressed 
classes in Orissa—thus proving himself a true friend 
and servant of the people”. 


The Tribume, Lahore: 


The death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das, who was 
for several years known as the “uncrowned king of 
Orissa”, removes from our midst one of the most sincere 
andl selfless of all our national workers. He was the life 
and soul of the nationalist movement in his own Province, 
and was respected and admired all over the country for 
his transparent sincerity, complete self-effacement in 
the cause of the country and unflinching devotion to 
the principles which he held dear. During the stormy 
days of the non-co-operation movement h&é came to 
the forefront and led his province with indomitable 
courage. He had for several years been the President of 
the Orissa Provincial Congress Committee, and editor of 
“Tie Samaj”, the most popular journal in his Province. 
He also conducted a National School at Satyabadi for 
some years under the most trying circumstances. He 
was Vice-President of the Servants of the People Society, 
and held charge of the Orissa branch of the Society”, 


The Forward, Calcutta 


All sincere well-wishers of the country will be 
shocked to learn the melancholy news of the death of 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das. Not Orissa alone, but the 
entire country and the Indian National movement <vill 
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be distinctly poorer by the loss of a genuine worker 
and leader of Gopabandhu Das’s worth. For Orissa 
this is a terrible blow. He has been rightly regarded 
as the father of the National Movement in Orissa. A 
man of action every inch of him, Pandit Gopabandhu 
himself practised what he preached. Simple and un- 
ostentatious to a degree, his was a true Swadeshi spirit. 
Even before the non-co-operation movement, he devoted 
himself to constructive national work, and the great 
national movement found in him a receptive soul, a kind- 
red spirit. He voluntarily embraced suffering and 
sacrifice. His was a dedicated life. His devotion to 
the causes of national education, the spirit of service that 
he showed in organising relief measures whenever famines 
and floods appeared in Orissa, his intense nationalism, 
and his feeling interest in the labour movement have 
infused a new life and enthusiasm into the youngmen 
of his province”. 


The Searchlight, Patna 


Strange are the ways of Providence and relentless 
the hands of death. The sudden passing away of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das at his favourite abode, the Satya- 
badi Ashram at Sakhigopal, in the district of Putri is a 
tragedy, the full effgct of which time alone will show. It 
is with,the deepest regret that the news will be heard 
throughout the Province in which Panditjee has stood 
for a long series of years as a living symbol of service, 
sacrifice and suffering. Not merely Orissa whose loss 
is truly appalling, but the whole province is poorer for 
the loss of this devoted but humble patriot who combined 
ins/&imself the most exalted patriotism with extraordinary 
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humility and goodness of heart. A patriot among 
patriots, a courageous soul who knew no fear, with a 
heart completely in unison with all that is true, noble 
and good, it may truly be said that throughout the 
conscious period of his life, Panditjee lived and breathed 
for others and that he died truly a martyr to duty. 
Panditjee’s life-work epitomises the reaction on a 
sensitive soul of the wooden and unscrupulous-system of 
Government under which Indians have to groan. Pandit- 
jee started as a Moderate but the unforgettable chap- 
ter of official callousness during the Puri famine 
opéned his eyes to the rugged nakedness of the Govern- 
mént and his untiring and ceaseless activity” to relieve 
distress in the affected areas made of him a changed man. 
Not that he was ever anything but a sensitively straight 
and honest patriot. Indeed, long before he was known 
to fame, silently but steadily he was busy creating a 
band of men, educated, but prepared to dsvote their 
lives to the cause of the country at a pittance. With 
this band of youngmen, who had becn attracted to him, 
he created the Satyabadi Society whose object at the time 
was purely educational. Pandit Nilkantha Das, Pandit 
Godavaris Misra, Pandit Lingraj Misra, late Pandit 
Krupasindhu Misra, Acharya Harihar Das were among 
the members of the Society and they continued to devote 
themselves to the Satyabadi School ~SII such time as 
the inauguration of the Non-co-operation movement 
when Panditjee plunged into it with some of his follow- 
ers. The Satyabadi School was a new experiment in 
open-air teaching and was spoken of in the highest 
terms by Sir Edward Gait, the late Sir Ashutosh Muykher- 
jee, Bishop Westcott and other eminent per sonages. ` 
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Apart from the school, Panditjee was a member 
of the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council and through 
this distance of years one recalls with distinct vividness 
his forceful demand for the revival of Orissa’s salt indu- 
stry and his passionate exposure of official attempis to 
minimise the extent of people’s sufferings in the flood- 
affected areas of Puri. As we have said, it was the 
Puri faminc which transformed his entire outlook, for 
the writer has personal knowledge that he was about 
this time full of plans for affiliating the Satyabadi Society 
to the Servants of india Society. But shortly after, he 
was a changed man and he plunged himself into the 
Non-co-operation movement with all the intensity of 
‘his being and ever since then his has been a life of 
suffering and self-denial equailed by few. The first victim 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, his has been the 
privilege of braving an unbroken series of prosecution 
and persecution but undaunted by either and by other 
harassments, he went through life as an evangel of hope 
to the submerged masses and his service in the cause of 
village reconstruction, rural uplift and flood and famine 
relief will remain embedded in the heart of a grateful. 
posterity. 

One who has had the privilege of visiting him at 
his headquarters in Orissa alone can have a complete 
idea of the incessant life he led. The picture of the 
Samaj office at Puri occurs vividly before the mind’s 
eye. Life and bustle, Khaddar clad young men, bare 
of foot but full of enthusiasm flitting about, charkhas 
plying in one room, clerks working in another and 
Panditjee himself looking after it all, working himself 
ineessantly from morning till night, at times writing, at 
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times receiving reports from far and near about the 
various movements of uplift he was associated with—it 
was a scene that remains stamped on the mind. For 
long years he stood as a splendid example to his pro- 
vince and his personality and character were a shining 
- beacon light ever pointing to the high and the noble. 

Who could have imagined that the end was so near ? 
Who could have known that Death was .busy reaping 
its harvest in this province of Bihar and Orissa none 
the richer for men of the stamp and sterling worth of 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das ? Ever since his return from 
Lahore, where he had gone to attend ihe annual 
meeting of the Servants of the People Society of which he 
was the Vice-President, he had been ailing. Writing so 
late as the 15th of June, Pandit Lingraj Misra stated 
in a letter to the writer that Panditjee was down with 
“malaria for the last six days and has become so weak 
that it is not even possible for him to dictate A few lines”. 
And it is with a sense of melancholy interest that we 
recall the following few personal lines contained in the 
letter referred to above : —‘““‘From his sick-bed he offers 
his hearty blessings for the advancement and edification 
of the Searchlight and prays that the paper may gain 
in importance, popularity and influence ‘which. by its 
work and worth, it certainly desc<yes.~ He conus 
his affection and good wishes to you”. This lest 
message of generous kindness dictated almost with pre- 
“sentiment of the coming end will abide with us and we 
hope we will deserve it. 

But since he has been gathered to his fathers, 
his whole life with its message of silent service and 
sacrifice stands up before the vision and the unp<ta- 
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lleled goodness of his heart, his child-like simplicity and 
his catching laughter overwhelm one with a sense of 
loss that is both public and personal. Even in death he 
was true to his creed and all that he had possessed of 
has been left as a trust endowment for the public-—a fitting 
coping stone on a career of unparalleled self-abnegation: 
No memorial in gold or marble that we may raise will 
enshrine hin in the hearts of his people as his work and 
worth will and it is up cto us, who are left behind, to be 
true to his memory, to have his life-work constantly before 
us as an inspiring and ennobling example”. 


The Swarajya, Madras 


“In the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Orissa 
has lost perhaps her best social and political worker. 
His name was, almost a household word in that hara- 
ssed and fa:mine-stricken province. Mahatma Gandhi's 
non-co-operation movement made a powerful appeal 
to Pandit Gopabandhu, and since then he has been an 
assiduous worker in the cause of Khadi. Orissa has 
won a terrible celebrity as the home of famine and want. 
To the stricken people Pandit Gopabandhu was a cheer- 
ing and sustaining force. His death, therefore, will 
come upon a-‘multitude of persons whom he befrien- 
ded as aimost a pcrsonal bereavement. Tt will be long 
before Orissa recovers from the blow”. 


The Mahratta, Poona 


“It gives us great pain to record the sudden demise 
on the, 18th of June of Pandit Gopabandhu Das of 
Orisra. As the founder of the Satyabadi Society, a 
~¢émber of the Bihar Legislative Council and as a leader 
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of the Non-co-operation movement, he was known to 
the people of his province, and the rest of India, as a 
patriotic and sacrificing son of India. His services to 
the people at the time of the Puri famine were of the 
sincerest kind and he became so beloved of his people 
that they considered him to be almost a father and a 
protector. His paper, The Samaj, is one of the most 
influential organs of forming public opinion in Orissa 
and The Samaj office is a popular resort to all kinds of 
workers and needy people. He has left the paper and 
the Satyabadi school to the management of the Servants 
of the People Society. His property worth about 
Rs. 50,000 has been transformed into a public religious 
trust. Panditji’s habits were of the simplest and his 
whole behaviour was that of an ascetic. Irn him Bihar 
and Orissa have lost one of the most influential and popu- 
lar leaders”. 


The Statesman, Calcutta 


“Orissa has lost a sincere social worker through the 
+<leath of Pandit Gopabandhu Das of Cuttack. He was 
a politician of the Congress School and many had their 
differences with him but he had no opponent in the field 
of his various social activities. The late Pandit was a 
well-to-do middle class gentleman, was~a faithful disciple 
‘of Mr. Gandhi and used to lead the life of an ascetic. 
He has bequeathed all his fortune to a trust which will 
work to raise the social and moral standard of the 
people of Orissa. Pandit Gopabandhu was an original 
member of the organization known as the “Servants 
of the People Society” founded by Lala Lajpat Rai ‘and 
was recently elected its Vice-President”. 
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The East Coast, Berhampur 

“Tn the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das this 
week Orissa has lost her national leader. The loss 
to Orissa by his untimely death cannot be adequately 
assessed nor can its magnitude be realised by outsiders. 
Orissa is not only poor in wealth but she is also un- 
fortunately poor in human resources. There are more 
than a crore of Oriyas but there is not now one among 
them who with his qualities of head and heart is able 
to lead‘the people as ably as did Pandit Gopabandhu 
in the course of the last 25 years which he ungrndgingly 
devoted to the service of his people and the country 
of his birth. Pandit Gopabandhu was, so to say, the 
father of the national movement in Orissa and the out- 
lying Oriya tracts of Ganjam and Singhbhum”. 


Befors Gopabandhu Das, Mr. M. S. Das held the field. 
as the lcader of Orissa and the Oriyas. It was Mr. M.S. 
Das that unceasingly strove to alleviate his community 
for nearly & quarter of a century. With him came the 
national awakening. But Mr. M.S. Das was dominated. 
by western ideas and ideals and soon lost touch with 
the hopes and aspirations of the rising generation. It was 
at this time that Pandit Gopabandhu stepped into the 
field“ anid Workes in conformity with the traditions and 
culture of the race. He soon outstripped his erstwhile 
Guru—we mcan Mr. M. S. Das—and by his living 
example and sincere devotion to the cause of the country 
became the idol of his people. 


| Pandit Gopabandhu was thoroughly national 
in his outlook and ideals. He lived a life of 
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extreme piety and righteousness and plain iiving 
and high thinking was the motto of his life. 
Though abic to command the comforts of a civilised 
life, he chose to live as the majority of his countrymen 
lived. He: had taken the vow of poverty and consi- 
dered ita privilege to work for and amongst his poor 
countrymen. In his own district but away from the din 
and clash of civilised life, in the retreat of Sakhigopal did 
he establish the centre of his work. Hé started his 
National School at Satyabadi and with a band of sclf- 
lcss workers and colleagues made it the centre of 
genuine national thought and activities. it would be 
a mistake to describe the old Satyabadi institution as a 
mere national school. It was the centre of national 
thought that created round it an intellectual and spiritual 
atmosphere in which national ife found -many-sided 
development. Non-co-operation killed .the institution 
and Pandit Gopabandhu with his small bard of enthu- 
siastic workers plunged headlong into the movement, 
not minding the consequences that befell the insti- 
tution. It was Gopabandhu Das and his band of sel- 
Jess workers that carried the torch of new life and 
movement in Orissa”. 
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